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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20S10 


IN  ROLY  RIFCR  TO 


AOAM-P  (M)  (8  Nov  66)  FOR  OT 


21  December  1966 


SUBJECT:  Combat  After-Action  Report  -  Operation  Mastiff, 
from  1st  Infantry  Division 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


00  1.  Forwarded  os  inclosure  is  a  Combat  After-Action  Report. 

/AfS  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  CDC  as  reference 
**  •'  material  for  continuous  evaluation  of  organization  and  doctrine  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of'AR  1-19. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the 
Commandants  of  the  Service  Schools  to  Insure  appropriate  benefits  in 
the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be 
adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 


BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


1  Incl 

Combat  After-Action  Report 


G.  jiidJt. 

KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
Tha  Adjutant  Ganeral. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  1ST  INFANTHY  DIVISION 
APO  Sap  Francisco,  California  9^545 

COMBAT  OPERATIONS  AFTER  ACTION  REPORT 
OPERATION  MASTIFF 


1.  NAME  AhD  TYPE  OF  OPERATION i  1st  Infantry  Division  Operation 
MASTIFF  -  Search  and  Destroy. 


2.  LATHS  OP  OPERATION t  210645H  February  1966  -  271600H  Februaiy  1966. 

5*  GENERAL >  On  2IO645H  February  1966,  MAC7  directed  Operation  MASTIFF 
commenced  under  control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  Division  OPLAN 
1—66  (OPORD  1  <66 )  specified  that  the  operation  was  to  be  cor.duoted  in 
TAY  HINH  and  HAU  NGHIA  provinces*  The  area  of  operation  was  bounded 
by  coordinates  XT4940  -  XT4435  “  XT5727  -  XT5931  (Annex  F,  Operation 
Overlay).  The  two  brigade  (reinf )  operation  was  launched  to  locate 
and  destroy  VC  forcea  and  base  camps  in  the  vioinity  of  the  MICHELIN 
Rubber  Plantation,  The  plan  required  two  brigades  to  operate  in 
assigned  zones  to  destroy  VC  forces  which  were  trapped  by  the  SAIGON 
River  to  their  rear.  A  forward  division  artillery  fire  support  base 
would  be  established  vipinity  RUNG  CAY  (AT505260).  The  operation 
would  be  conducted  in  four  phases,  incorporating  movements  of  assault 
units  by  helicopter  and  taotical  motor  convoys  to  the  area  of  opera¬ 
tions. 

a.  The  reporting  officer  for  this  report  is  Commanding  General, 

1st  Infantry  Division*  Jonathan  0.  teaman. 


b.  Task  Organization.  Control  of  the  operation  wan  exercised  by 
Headquarters,  1st  Infantry  Division.  Command  Group,  let  Infantry 
Division,  comprised  of  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company  (-) 
operated  from  a  tactical  command  post  looated  vicinity  DAG  TIENG 

(XT493473). 


2d  Brigade  Task  Force 
HHC  2d  Bde  (-) 

2d  Bn,  16th  Ir.f 
1st  to,  ‘8th  tnf 
2d  to,  1 8th  Inf 
1 Bt  Rn,  7th  Arty 
3d  Brigade  Task  Force 
HHC  3d  Bde  (-) 

2d  Bn,  2d  Inf 

1st  to,  16th  Inf 

2d  Bn,  28th  Inf 

2d  Bn,  3?d  Arty 

1st  Sq dn ,  4th  Cav  (- B  Trp) 

1st  Div  Arty  Forward  Arty  Base 
1st  Div  Arty  TAo  CP 
8th  Bn,  6th  Arty  (-),  Atoh  p/2d  Bn 
32d  Arty  (8") 

2d  Bn,  32d  Arty  (-)  G3  (175mm 
Btries  LAI  RHE  and  CU  CHI) 

105th  Field  Btry,  Royal  Australian 
Artillery,  GS,  DS  l/2d  Inf  (-) 
on  order 

D  Co,  1st  Qigx  Bn  (-) 
let  Bn,  2d  Inf  (-) 


Col  Albert  E.  Milloy 

Lt  Col  William  S.  Hathaway 
Lt  Col  Karl  R.  Morton 
Lt  Col  Herbert  McChiystal 
Lt  Col  John  H.  Pye  III 
Col  William  D,  Brodbeok 

Lt  Col  George  M.  Shuffer 
Lt  Col  V/illiam  S.  Lobar  Jr. 
Lt  Col  Kyle  W.  Bowie 
Lt  Col  Frank  R.  Tims 
Lt  Col  Paul  Fisher 
Col  Roy  L.  Atteberry 

Lt  Col  Anthony  Petruzzi 

Lt  Col  Leon  L.  Decorrvent 

Major  Peter  Tedder 


C&pt  Joe  M.  Cannon 
Lt  Col  Steve  F.  Phillips 
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MTfw'^TMLtIvfHCSp1  *’  Znte^li8«nca  Prior  to  Operation!  The  central 
rCS?^8LP1*ntation  (XT5552)  is  located  in  the  TRI  TAM  District 
or  BINH  DUONG  Province.  The  plantations  are  the  backbone  of  the 
economy  in  the  northern  and  central  portions  of  III  Corps  Tactical 
Zone.  They  offer  obvious  advantages  in  revenue,  manpower,  and  future 
economic  profit  and  thus  appeal  to  the  VC  who  have  been  engaged  in 
orgmiizing  the  workers  in  the  French  Plantations  in  III  CTZ.  Because 
of  the  heavy  demands  placed  on  the  operators  of  the  plantation,  which 
they  refused  to  meet,  operations  were  suspended  10  October  1965. 


The  VC  District  of  DAD  TIEMG  i3  reportedly  controlled  by  the 
District  Chief  and  three  assistant  chiefs.  The  area  west  and  north¬ 
west  of  MICHULIN  has  been  under  control  of  the  VC  since  1954.  The 
area  is  heavily  wooded  apd  sparsely  populated;  only  wood  cutters  pass 
through  the  area. 


The  VC  attempted  to  run  the  plantation,  but  were  unable  to 
operate  the  rubber  processing  equipment.  A  system  had  to  be  devised 
to  market  raw  latex.  The  fresh  latex  was  collected  from  the  trees 
and  poured  into  holes  in  the  ground  where  it  coagulated  into  blocks. 
However,  the  VC  were  unsuccessful  in  gaining  the  cooperation  of  other 
managers  to  market  VC  latex.  By  2  November  the  VC  abandoned  all 
efforts  to  operate  the  M1CHSLIN.  Although  their  efforts  at  operating 
the  plantation  have  been  unsuccessful,  they  do  control  routes  of 
access  and  the  villages  of  the  plantation.  The  main  access  roads  into 
the  plantation  from  DAD  TIEMG  and  the  air  strip  have  been  cut.  Mines 
are  frequently  used,  enabling  the  VC  to  better  control,  ambush  or 
sabotage  traffic. 

The  1st  Infantry  Division  hn3  previously  conducted  operations 
in  and  near  the  plantation  and  significant  contact  with  VC  forces 
occurred  in  November  and  December  1965.  Although  the  plantation  had 
not  suffered  severe  damage,  VC  interference  continued  to  be  the  main 
obstacle  to  plantation  operations. 

i 

By  the  middle  of  January  1954.  three  VC  regiments  were  reported 
to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  MICinLIN  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the 
8th  ARVN  degiment,  5th  Division,  operating  cut  of  DAO  TIEMG.  In 
addition  to  the  three  VC  regiments  (271,  2 72,  273)  which  have  keen 
operating  in  the  area  since  the  middle  of  November,  the  BOI  LOI  Woods 
area  is  known  as  a  VC  secret  zonb.  (See  Annex  A  for  eneny  order  of 
battle).  f 

Past  engagements  with  VC  ii}  this  area  revealed  that  the  enemy 
displayed  good  control  over  his  units  on  the  battlefield.  He  has 
rapidly  and  violently  executed  actions,  fought  well,  and  has  delivered 
accurate  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  recollleos  rifle  and  mortar 
fire.  He  fought  in  strength  only  at  a  time  and  plaoe  of  hio  choosing 
in  an  orderly  manner  with  little  difficulty.  He  knows  the  area  of 
operations  and  takes  advantage  of!  this  knowledge.  He  can  be  expected 
to  close  rapidly  with  our  forces  fco  minimize  our  use  of  air  and  artil¬ 
lery.  He  habitually  prepares  positions  along  roads  and  trails  and 
can  be  expected  to  use  these  positions  for  ambush  sites.  He  habitually 
mines  roads  and  trails  throughout  his  base  areas.  He  uses  the  night 
to  conceal  his  movements  and  will  withdraw  under  cover  of  darkness 
to  break  contact  and  avoid  deatructfon  by,  air  and  artillery.  He 
makes  extensive  use  of  tunnels ’to  facilitate  his  withdrawal. 

b.  aiemy  situation  during  operation!  There  were  no  incidents  of 
significant  enemy  contaot  and  the  identity  of  energy  forces  engaged 
have  not  been  confirmed,  but  are  suspectqd  as  being  local  force  units. 
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Brigades  encountered  constant  enemy  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons 

from  squad  to  platoon  size  guerrilla  uni ts .  Pressure  and  oommand 
detonated  mines  and  booby  traps  were  encountered  throughout  the  opera¬ 
tional  area.  VC  propoganda  leaflets,  written  in  Qaglish  were  discovered 
vie  XT476261.  3d  Brigade  apprehended  40  VC  suspects,  but  interrogation 
by  IFW  personnel  revealed  nothing  of  intelligence  value.  However, 
interrogation  of  10  VCS  and  VCC  by  2d  Brigade  revealed  the  followingi 
One  female  and  two  males  were  assigned  to  a  medical  service  teamj 
one  VCC  (XT497371 )  was  from  the  520  unit  and  gave  th«*  location  of  a 
storage  area  and  medical  facility.  Siemy  installations  included  base 
camps  ranging  from  company  to  regimental  size,  hospitals,  training 
areas,  and  munitions  factories. 

Terrain  and  Weathers  The  SAIGON  River  flows  generally  north  to 
south  from  XT5043  to  XT5931  forming  a  natural  barrier  on  the  east  of 
the  area  of  operations.  It  is  not  fordable  by  foot  troops  except  at 
prepared  oroesing  sites.  Reports  indicated  that  several  VC  crossing 
sites  existed  along  their  main  LOC  vio  XT5569,  XT5673,  XT4964,  XT4960, 
end  XT6283.  One  crossing  site  existed  on  the  left  boundary  vto 
XT5237.  The  MICHEL  IN  Plantation  \XT5552)  covers  approximately  88 
square  kilometers  and  is  the  largest  rubber  plantation  in  RVN.  The 
rubber  trees  are  12  to  50  feet  tall,  approximately  one  foot  in  dia¬ 
meter  and  10  to  15  feet  apart.-  They  offer  good  concealment  from  air 
observation.  Tha  ground  under  the  canopy  is  generally  clear  of  under¬ 
growth  providing  good  mobility  along  existing  roads  and  trails.  The 
jungle  ie  generally  dense  vegetation  with  trees  20  to  100  feet  high 
providing  a  good  oanopy  and  allowing  the  enemy  to  move  undetected 
from  the  air.  Areas  in  which  riqe  haa  been  harvested  offers  good 
traffioability  to  armored  vehicles.  Drainers  is  generally  good.  In 
the  flat,  dry  nco  paddy  u.aaa,  there  nae  little  cover  and  no  conceal¬ 
ment.  Observation  was  good  and  avenues  of  approach  for  foot  troops 
unlimited.  However,  paddy  di  ’-cheo  would  impede  wheeled  traffic. 

There  was  some  heavy  foliec;e  along  river  banka  and  hedgerows.  Only 
large  streams  and  walla  afforded  water  for  trcopa. 

Weather  wae  dry,  hot,  and  du*ty  due  to  the  lack  of  precipitation. 
Temperatures  ranged  »?rom  minimum *|n  the  high  60's  to  ma-Hmnmn  in  the 
mid  90's.  Humidity  ranged  frum  q  high  of  above  90>£  in  the  early 
morning,  dropping  off  to  about  50*  by  mid  afternoon,  '.finds  were 
generally  southerly  and  seldom  strong. 

d.  Essential  elements  of  information  and  other  intelligence 
requirements 

(1)  ESI* 

(a)  Will  the  fencu-y  attack}  If  so,  when,  where,  in  what 

strength,  with  what  weapons?  /;  ;r,  are  designations  of  the  units, 
end  who  will  they  engage  (AHVN  or  (J.S.)? 

(b)  Will  the  enemy  reinforce  or  defend  within  the  area  of 
operations?  If  so  when,  where,  iu  what  strength,  with  what  weapons, 

by  what  routes,  and  what  are  the  designations  of  the  units? 

a 

(2)  OIR-  Collection  re4  -nte  existed  for  VC  tunnels,  VC 

command  detor  .ted  mines,  and  reports  of  fire  direction  against  air¬ 
craft.  Locations,  strengths,  weapons  and  designations  of  enemy  units 
within  the  area  of  interest  were  tj>  be  reported.  It  was  important  to 
antioipate  VC  withdrawals  with  complete  information  surrounding  the. 
withdrawal.  Locations  of  VC  strong  points  and  facilities  with  the 
routee  used  to  and  from  them  werefco  be  reported.  Any  use  of  by  VC 
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of  epeolal  equipment  or  tactics  was  an  item  of  intelligence  that  must 
be  reported*  Information  was  requested  of  enemy  patrol  aotivity  and 
ohanges  in  civilian  activity. 

e»  Counterintelligenoe t  OPLAN  1-66  called  i*or  the  development  and 
execution  of  a  deception  plan  (Annex  C).  Depiuty  Senior  Advisor  III 
CTZ  introduced  the  deception  FPAG  Order  12-66,  into  ARVN  channels  on 
order  (D-10).  The  deception  scheme  was  employed  to  deceive  thb  VC  as 
/  to  exaot  loo  at  ion  end  time  of  the  operation.  Attention  was  focused  on 
the  area  southwest  of  the  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation.  Increased 
aerial  surveillance  was  conducted  over  the  area  south  of  MICHELIN  with 
reconnaissance  of  the  actual  are^,  of  operation  held  to  an  absolute 
minimum.  ARVN  forges  were  requested  to  conduct  a  limited  objective 
attack  to  south  Of  DAU  TIENG  on  J>-l)ay.  The  2d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry 
Division  was  moved  to  DAU  TIENG  J>-2.  The  deception  plan  was  designed 
to  produce  the  following  results f 

(1 )  Deceive  the  Vd  as  to  tlje  actual  area  bf  operation. 

i 

(2)  Cause  VC  fpWes  to  withdraw  into  an  area  west  of  SAIGON 
River  where  they  wcKild  be  blocked  fend  destroyed. 

(3)  Disorganize  VC  command  and  control  with  initial  airmobile 
assaults. 

-f.  Fortifications  varied  from  Simple  foxholes  to  elaborate  concrete 
bunkete.  Numerdus  tunnels  Were  discovered  add  destroyed* 

g.  CA/PSYOP i  The  mission  called  for  an  aggressive  P3Y0P  program 
to  encourage  rdlliers  and  gain  information  oh  VC  locations,  and  to 
conduct  Civic  Action  pfbgrdltis  aq  Wpquired,  with  emphasis  on  MEDCAP  II, 

Luring  the  period  1145  to  150Q,  21  February,  10,000  leaflets  were 
dropped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  MXQfBSLIN  Plantation,  urging  personnel 
to  rally  or. suffer  B-52  strikeS|  .'1,500  leaflets  in  support  of  the  969 
reward  program  were  distributed?  by '3d  Brigade,  in  addition  to  40,000 
safe  conduct  passes.  On  22  Febni&ry,  2d  Brigade  dropped  10,000  "U.S. 
Power"  leaflets  in  the  operational  area.  A  3d  Brigade  refugee  relief 
team  established  a  collection  p#i£t  at  XT562276.  MEDCAP  teams  treated 
30  villagers  of  LOC  HUNG  (XT51826(j),  gave  vitamins  to  20  infants,  and 
distributed  soap, 

l/2  Infantry  held  sick  call  In  village  vie  XT4728  and  treated 
6  Vietnamese  on  23  February.  A  Brigade  Psy  War  Team  broadcasted 
CHIEU  HOI  tapes  over  the  MASTIFJ  ftfea  on  24  February.  34  Brigade 
dropped  27,000  assorted  leaflets  |^ong  line  XT506260,  XT486200, 
XT505200,  XT545260  using  the  thqm|fs  "denial  of  safe  havens"  "safe 
conduct"  and  "rewards  for  eurreqdijr. "  On  25  February,  PSYOP  teams 
broadcasted  speeches  of  past  rallfers  over  the  MASTIFF  area.  Elements 
of  the  1st  Medical  Battalion  oo^tipued  treating  Vietnamese  soldiers 
and  civilians  in  DAU  TIENG.  J,  ■, 

5.  MISSION:  COMUSMACV  assigned  the  1st  Infantry  Divisjon  (Reinf) 
the  mission  of  looating  and  destroying  VC  forces  and  base  camps  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  MICHELIN  Rubbfljf  Plantation. 

6.  CONCEPT  CP  OPERATION!  Operation  MASTIFF  was  to  be  conducted  in 
IV  Phases. 

a.  Phase  I.  The  2d  Bde  deployed  to  DAU  TIENG  by  air  and  staged 
in  preparation  for  further  deployment  to  the  area  of  operation. 

Phase  I  ends  D-1 . 
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b.  Phase  II,  During  this  phase  2d  and  3d  Bde  conducted  simultaneous 
airmobile  assaults  in  the  vicinity  of  assigned  TAORS.  The  Ca v  Sqdn  (-) 
moved  overland  to  assigned  blocking  positions  arriving  at  approximately 
the  same  time  as  the  initial  airmobile  assaults.  During  this  phase  the 
2d  Bde  attacked  to  the  east  from  initial  LZ's  and  blocked  to  the  north. 
3d  Bde,  with  Cav  Sqdn  (-B  Troop)  blocked  the  VC  escape  routes  to  the 
south  and  east.  The  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  occupied  blocking  positions  to  • 
prevent  VC  escape  to  the  southwest.  Phase  II  ends  whan  2d  Bde  closed 
on  Line  GREYHOUND. 

o.  Phase  III.  During  this  phase,  2d  and  3d  Bdes  conduoted  an  attack 
to  the  northeast  in  TAOR's  BULLDOG  and  COLLIE.  The  2d  Bde  continued  to 
block  the  northwest  route  of  esoape  for  the  VC  and  l/2  Inf  continued  to 
block  and  acted  as  division  reserve.  This  phase  ended  when  2d  and  3d 
Bdes  closed  on  Line  POODLE. 

d.  Phase  IV*  Bdes  conducted  a  detailed  searoh  of  the  operational 
area  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  base  camps  and  tunnel  complexes. 

Detailed  searches  were  made  of  houses  and  villages  in  the  operational 
area. 


e»  Major  emphasis  during  Phases  II  and  III  was  to  locate  and  des- 
troy  VC  fordes  and  prevent  their  esoape  from  the  area.  Surveillance 
was  maintained  on  the  SAIGON  Rivqjr  end  over  the  operational  area  to 
locate  and  destroy  VC  foroes  attempting  to  escape*  A  deception  plan 
was  employed  in  conjunction  with  this  operation. 

f*  Fire  support!  Artillery,  ^AC  air,  and  armed  helicopters  were 
employed  during  the  operation  to  prepare  selected  landing  zones 4 
support  searoh  and  destroy  operations,  deny  the  use  of  the  SAIGON 
River  to  the  VC  and  to  interdict  yc  concentrations  and  routes  of 
withdrawal.  1 

g.  Overlay  of  MASTIFF  opera  t-iq^al  area  at  Annex  F. 

h.  Sequence  of  events  at  Annej  B. 

7.  EXECUTION :  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  received  a 
directive  ir.  mid  January  to  conduct  an  operation  in  the  vicinity 
MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  during'*Februaiy.  Estimates  and  plans  were 
prepared  for  Operation  MASTIFF  nojrth  of  the  plantation,  based  on  the 
current  intelligence  information.  About  1  February,  the  revised  intel¬ 
ligence  estimate  indicated  that  ar$  area  known  as  BOI  LOI  Woods  (XT4936) 
contained  major  VC  base  camps.  Bifed  on  the  very  best  intelligence 
available,  this  area  was  given  the  dumber  one  priority  by  USMACV  for 
operations  in  III  CTZ.  Plans  wer^revised  and  0PLA5  1-66  was  published 
on  5  February  1966  (D— 1 5).  The  tfo-weak  period  before  the  actual 
start  of  the  operation  allowed  the  brigades  to  carefully  prepare  plana 
and  orders  for  their  portion  of  the  operation  and  to  thoroughly  coor¬ 
dinate  with  all  agencies  that  wpiild  be  involved.  On  D-10,  the  decep¬ 
tion  order  (FLAG  Order  12-66)  w®|  issued  qnd  from  D-10  until  I>-1  the 
following  events  occurred, 

VR,  SLAB,  IR  flights  were  cq^ucted  qver  the  deception  plan  area. 

Preplanred  air  strikes  rerf  requeste^. 

Operation  orders  from  subordinate  units  were  received  for  both 
operations. 

Artillery  fire  plans  and  preparatory  fires  were  planned. 
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OPLAN  1-66  became  OPORD  1^66  on  D-6. 

D-2.  2d  Brigade  (-)  commenced  movement  to  DAU  TIENG  (XT4947 ) 
utilizing  39  C-123  and  42  CH-47  sorties.  One  incident  occurred  when 
a  C-123  reoeived  small  arras  fire.  The  airlift  consisted  of  vehicular 
elements  and  seleoted  personnel  h»m  2/16  Inf,  1/18  Inf,  2/ 18  Inf  and 
l/7  Arty  («).  Forward  Cp  became  operational  at  XT4 94474*  190900. 

D-1.  1st  Brigade  elements  began  to  move  to  support  Operation 
MASTIFF  with  bhe  airlift  of  the  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  to  PHU 
LOI.  Nineteen  C-123  and  15  CV-2  sortieB  were  utilized, 

2d  Brigade  continued  movement  of  troops,  equipment,  and  supplies 
by  37  C-123,  25  CV-2,  and  58  CH-47  Bortiee,  from  BIEM  HOA  to  DAU  TIENG. 
All  units  closed  by  201720H  February.  The  movement  was  without  VC 
initiated  incidents,  however  2  helicopters  lifting  troops  of  the  2/1 6 
Inf  collided  in  a  heavy  dust  cloud  created  by  the  lift-off  resulting 
in  1  killed,  and  13  injured  from  2d  Brigade. 

D-Day  (21  Februarjr  1^66 )i  Operation  MASTIFF  commenced  210654H 
February  1966.  Movement  of  Div  Arty  elements  (HHB,  A  &  C  Btries 
8/6  Arty,  Tac  CP)  departed  PHU  LOI  at  210445  and  conducted  a  tactical 
motor  movement  to  their  operational  area  vie  HUNG  CAY  (XT4826)* 
closing  210910.  1/4  Cav  (-)  secured  the  movement  of  Div  Arty  elements 

ShroUte.  The  Royal  Australian  Artillery  Battery  wa3  airlifted  at 
210500H  to  the  operational  area  and  came  under  operational  control  of 
Div  Arty  upon  closing  at  210800H,  Tanks  of  the  1/4  Cav,  which  had 
closed  in  DI  AN  at  201740H,  joined  1/4  Cav  (-)  enroute  to  the  MASTIFF 
area  on  21  February.  1/4  Cav  (-)  closed  into  blocking  position  PAUL 
(XT5825)  at  21H30H.  They  discovered  a  VC  base  camp  to  include  kitchen 
facilities  for  20  personnel  at  XT580299.  The  squadron  established 
defensive  positions  vie  XT5628  -  XT5829  for  the  night. 

3d.  Brigade  commenced  Operation  MASTIFF  at  210645P  with  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  2d  Bn,  28th  Inf  from  position  along  Hignway  13  to  the 
vicinity  of  BEN  CAT  to  secure  passage  of  the  brigade  road  column,  led 
by  2/35d  Arty.  The  air  mobile  assault  commenced  with  the  helilift  of 
the  2d  Bn,  2d  Inf  to  LZ  RICK  (XT5328).  The  battalion  swept  northeast 
to  blocking  position  GEORGE  (XT5429)*  Thirty  VC  suspects  were  appre¬ 
hended  and  evacuated  to  the  brigade  IPff  team.  The  battalion  coiled 
for  the  night  XT545295. 

The  1st  Bn,  l6tn  Inf  was  helilifted  into  LZ  HAL  (XT5029)  com¬ 
mencing  at  210900H  and  moved  immediately  to  occupy  blocking  position 
BILL  (XT5130).  The  battalion  established  defensive  perimeter  for  the 
night  at  XT496291* 

The  2d  Bn,  28th  Inf  secured  Highway  13  south  of  LAI  KHE  to 
XT777277  in  conjunction  with  the  5th  ARVN  Division  which  secured  the 
route  from  XT777277  to  PHU  CUONG.  The  battalion  returned  to  LAI  KHE 
to  assume  base  camp  security  after  passage  of  the  brigade  column. 

The  2d  Bn,  33d  Arty  closed  into  firing  positions  with  Div  Arty 
(XT485265)  without  incident. 

The  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  wan  placed  under  the  operational  control  of 
division.  This  was  a  change  to  the  orignal  plan  in  that  the  1st 
Battalion,  Royal  Australian  Regiment  was  originally  scheduled  to  be 
the  division  reserve.  The  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  deployed  by  air  to  THU  LOI, 
on  D-1,  and  conducted  an  air  assault  on  LZ  KARL  (XT481305)  on  D-Day, 
set  up  blocking  positions,  and  remained  there  as  division  reserve. 
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C  Company  was  plaoed  under  OPCON  of  div  arty  to  provide  security  of 
the  artillery  base.  The  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  (-)  conducted  local  sweeps 
but  made  no  contact  with  the  enemy.  The  battalion  was  released  to 
OPCON  of  the  1st  Bde  at  240920  February* 

The  2d  Brigade  opened  MASTIFF  with  an  artillery  preparation  of 
LZs  ANN  and  BETTY  210800H. 

The  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  was  heljlifted  to  LZ  ANN  (XT4 50378)  in  two 
lifts  between  0848  and  091 7 f  Thp  battalion  crossed  LB  (Line  TERRIER 
XT4839  -  XT4435)  and  commenoed  attacking  southeast  in  zone.  A  Company 
made  contact  with  a  small  group  of  VC  and  killed  1  VC  (body  count) 
and  captured  a  rifle.  Ry  211800  the  battalion  was  establishing  posi¬ 
tions  for  the  night  in  the  vicinity  of  PL  GREYHOUND  (XT5136  -  XT4732). 

The  1st  Bn.  18th  Inf  (-)  conducted  a  helibome  assault  into  LZ 
BETTY  (XT408390)  utilizing  two  lifts  beginning  0954*  The  battalion 
closed  on  BETTY  1026  and  commended  sweeping  east  with  the  recon  pla¬ 
toon  blocking  on  the  east*  flight,  contact  was  made  by  C  Company 
resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC)«  Mine?,  booby  traps,  and  small  arms  fire 
were  encountered  in  the  vicinity  of  XT507376  resulting  in  1  U.S.  KIA, 
and  7  U.S.  WIA,  The  battalion  blpped  on  Position  STEEL  (XT5037)  and 
established  blocking  positions  for  the  night. 

During  the  period  0923  to  0949,  the  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  conducted  a 
helibome  assault  on  LZ  ANli*  utilising  tWo  lifts*  The  battalion  had 
no  contact  during  the  day  and  esttyplishsdl  defensive  positions  for  the 
night  vie  XT4735* 

1  : 

Helibome  assaults  received  light  small  arms,  but  no  casualties 
were  inflicted.  • 

Overlay  of  brigade  areas  of  operation  ore  at  Annexes  D  and  E. 

D+1  (22  February  1 966 ) *  The  2d  Brigade  continued  MASTIFF  with 
two  battalions  (2/16  and  2/18)  attacking  southeast  and  then  turning 
northeast.  The  1st  Bn,  18th  Inf  qbntinued  blocking  at  Position  STEEL 
(XT5037)*  220930,  B  Company,  2d  $n  16th  Inf  discovered  a  large  base 

camp  vie  XT494371*  Six  VC  were  found  in  a  tunnel,  two  were  Pilled 
and  four  were  captured.  At  0935  typurs  C  Company,  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf 
located  a  base  camp  at  XT487366  an&  killed  three  VC.  Both  camps 
contained  hospital  facilities*  Ttyf  1st  Bn,  16th  Inf .  sustained  one 
WIA  at  XT4JC47?  from  small  arms  fire*  Go  B,  1/18  found  one  VC  body 
vie  XT507347*  The  2d  Bn,  18th  Inffjntiy  continued  the  attack  southeast 
in  zone.  C  Company  located  a  heavily  mined  and  booby  trapped  area  vie 
XT500325  and  encountered  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  five  U.S.  WIA. 
Artillery  fire  wsb  placed  on  the  area  and  when  C  Company  reentered 
the  area,  an  additional  four  U.S.  iflA  and  one  KIA  were  sustained  from 
command  detonated  mines.  Company  $  engaged  two  VC  bunkers  at  XT501326 
late  in  the  afternoon.  Two  companies  of  the  2/18  Infantry  remained  in 
position  near  the  fortifications  afid  base  camp  during  the  night*. 

The  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  (-)  element  departed  DAU  TIENG  0700  for  the 
artillery  base  area.  '  Btry  C  remaned  at  DAU  TIENG. 

The  3d  Brigade  continued  witty  two  battalions  oonduoting  searoh 
and  destroy  operations  north  w.  th ‘th«  1st  Sqdn  4th  Cav  blocking  on 
the  et-st.  The  2d  Bn,  2d  Inf  closfd  at  XT5633  at  5300  hours  without 
contact.  The  1st  Bri,  16th  Inf  sifted  6  VC  at  XT3O2302  the 

night  of  21  February  and  fired  on:' them  with  mortars,  but  results 
were  unknown.  Two  additional  VC  were  flighted  about  10  meters  in  front 
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of  C  Company  at  220058*  One  VC  Was  killed  (BC).  During  the  search 
and  destroy  in  zone,  C  Company  sustained  four  KIA  and  four  Wlk  from 
a  mine  in  the  vicinity  of  XT541316.  1st  Bn,  16th  Inf  coiled  for  the 
night  at  XT537338. 

The  let  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-)  blocked  in  position  until  1220  hours 
and  then  moved  to  position  SNOOPY.  Small  arms,  automatic  weapons, 
and  grenade  fire  were  received  during  the  day  and  one  U.S.  KIA  was 
sustained.  Troop  A  was  dispatched  to  3d  Brigade  CP  at  1 600  hours 
with  the  squadron  (-)  remaining  afc  XT338353  for  the  night. 

D+2  (23  February) i  2d  Brigada  operations  during  the  day  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  l/l8  Inf  remaining  in  blocking  position  STJEL;  the 
2/l 8  Inf  clearing  out  the  fortifipd  position  encountered  the  previous 
day  and  then  sweeping  north!  and  the  2/ 1 6  Inf  guarding  and  extracting 
the  rice  discovered  ip  the  cachep  along  the  river.  Air  strikes  were 
called  in  on  the  bunkers  holding  up  the  2/ 1 8  Inf  and  B  Company  reen¬ 
tered  the  area.  One  large  ooncrpto  bunker,  and  several  smaller  bunkers 
with  oonnecting  tunneiivWWre  neutralized.  All  VC  had  departed  the 
area.  The  2d  Bn,  I6th,«.  if  prepared  to  extract  rioe  from  XT515366. 
Twenty  boats  were  dispatched  frqm  DAB  TIENQ  to  trahsport  the  rico  and 
power  boatB  were  sent  from  FHU  LOI  to  tow  the  rice  boats. 

3d  Brigade  operations  continued  with  battalions  conducting  local 
searoh  and  destroy  missions.  Trooji  C,  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  deployed  a 
blocking  force  along  the  north  of  the  brigade  zone  while  Troop  A 
conducted  seafoh  and  dbatitoy  operations  on  the  eastern  edge. 

The  2d  Bn,  2d  Inf  utilized  Q  Company  from  XT564327  to  XT571317 
and  A  Company  from  XT562325  to  ^T557312  for  detailed  search  of  the 
area  for  VC  personnel  and  installations.  B  Company  remained  at 
XT563320  to  secure  the  battalion' headquarters  and  provide  a  rapid 
reaction  force.  C  Company  discovered  approximately  75  tons  of  rice 
at  XT50325.  Two  personnel  were  wounded  at  this  location  from  a 
mine  explosion  .  iV  cher  investigation  revealed  the  entiro  rice  cache 
was  booby  trapped.  A  tracked  recovery  vehicle  was  dispatched  to  the 
lucation  by  C  Tro  -o,,  1st  Sqdn,  4fh  Cav  and  pushed  the  rice  into  the 
river.  Several  implosion  occur^fd  during  the  process.  The  2d  Bn, 

2d  Inf  closed  for  the  night  vie  JTC563320. 

t' 

The  1st  Bn,  16th  Inf  occupied  blocking  positions  from  XT516340 
to  XT528344  hut  was  released  at  1400  hours  as  a  result  of  negative 
contact.  The  battalion  established  positions  for  the  night  vie 

XT537338. 

The  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-)  occupied  blocking  positions  during  the 
d'v.  A  Troop  blocked  from  XT54Q346  to  XT544350  in  conjunction  with  a 
sueep  made  by  the  2d  fti,  18th  Inf.  up  the  valley  from  XT487306  to 
XT 540346.  Troop  A.,  was  reinforced  with  two  rifle  platoons  and  con¬ 
ducted  search  and  destroy  operations  from  XT565281  to  XT578294* 

This  troop  became  heavily  engaged-at  1225  hours  with  a  VC  platoon  vie 
XT579287*  The  task  force  sustair^d  two  U.S.  KIA  and  nine  WIA,  The 
engagement  continued  sporadically^  throughout  the  afternoon.  An  APC 
was  destroyed  by  burning  when  hit  in  the  gas  tank  by  a  57mm  recoilless 
rifle  at  XT579287.  Two  additional  personnel  were  V7IA  from  small  arms 
fire.  VC  losses  during  the  aftefenoon  contact  were  three  KIA  (BC)  and 
15  additional  KIA  estimated.  Tfcpop  A  an<|  C  closed  for  the  night  at 
XT533290  and  XT 540 281  respectiy^. 

I  ‘ 

Aotion  of  significance  at  tjip  artillery  base  involved  a  £  ton 
truck  that  was  slightly  damaged  wjieri  TNT  was  exploded  nearby.  However, 
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three  U.3.  WIA  were  sustained  whioh  inoluded  the  Div  Art>  Sergeant 
Major,  and  6th  Bn,  6th  Arty  Sergeant  Major. 

D+3  124  February)  i  2d  Brigade  reinforced  ARVN  efforts  to  extraot 
the  capt'  .  3d  rice  from  the  2d  Brigade  area  of  operations.  The  2d  Bn, 
16th  Inf  provided  security  during  the  loading  of  rice  on  the  boats 
and  by  conducting  searches  in  the  vicinity  of  XT522358*  Contact  was 
made  with  an  unknown  number  of  VC  and  negative  casualties  were  bus* 
tained  by  either  Bide,  An  additional  39*2  tons  of  rice  was  disoovered, 
but  were  destroyed  when  explosions  from  booby  traps  ocourred. 

Efforts  by  ARVN  to  extract  rioe  by  boats  were  disrupted  when  the 
boats  received  small  arms  fire  while  moving  upstream.  The  Vietnamese 
abandoned  the  boats  and  a  PSTWAR  loudspeaker  helicopter  was  unsuccess- 
ful  in  inducing  them  back  to  their  stations.  Attempts  to  put  ARVN 
personnel  on  the  boats  by  helicopter  were  also  unsuccessful*  The 
boats  were  destroyed  by  TAC  air  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  VC. 

The  1st  Bn,  18th  Inf  remained  at  Position  STEEL  and  conducted 
patrols.  Light  contact  was  made  with  VC  with  negative  results.  In 
the  afternoon,  two  VC  ralliers  surrendered  with  safe  conduct  passes. 
Interrogation  revealed  that  they  had  responded  to  surrender  broad¬ 
casts. 


The  2d  Bn,  18  Inf  searched  an  area  bounded  by  XT510348*  XT520360, 
XT545364*  and  XTf)45340*  At  1350ihours  A  Company  made  contaot  with  VC 
in  a  base  camp  located  at  XT5183J>2.  Results  were  two  VC  KIA  (BC) 
and  two  U.S.  KIA  and  13  TJ.S.  YTCAj  The  fight  terminated  at  1740  hours. 
The  3d  Brigaao  ccntmued  MASTIFF  jrtth  two  battalion  search  Ind  destroy 
operations  towarc.  the  south.  The  2d  Bn,  2d  Inf  operated  in  fcone  along 
line  XT579309  to  XT556284  with  A  Company  on  the  right  and  B  Company 
on  the  left,  B  Company  suffered  one  U.3.  KIA  and  four  WIA  from  small 
arms  fire.  A  Company  engaged  fon£  VC  at  XT367303  and  estimated  two 
VC  KIA. 

The  1st  Bn,  16th  Inf  continued,  aearph  and  destroy  operations  at 
0800  hours  with  two  companiqs  on  line  frojq  XT535337  to  XT52C3H.  A 
Company  engaged  an  estimated  ,rein|p^ced,  VC  platoon.  The  company  sus¬ 
tained  seven  WIA  and  two  KIA,  VC  ^laualt^sis.  .ware  two  KIA  (body  count) 
and  eight  possible  KIA.  B  Company  made  oontact  with  four  VC  at 
XT533323  and  killed  two  VC  while  suffering  one  WIA.  The  battalion 
CP  was  relocated  to  XT542292  and  4J-1  units  closed  in  that  area  for 
the  night, 

The  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-)  occupied  blocking  positions  with  A 
Troop  from  XT492306  to  XT520297  aftd  C  Troop  from  XT560287..to  XT55620?. 
Troop  D  air  elements  patrolled  b^^ween  the  blocking  positions.  A 
squadron  5-ton  POL  truck  was  damaged  by  a  oommand  detonated  mine  at 
XT522271.  A  tracked  recovery  vehicle  and  an  armored  personnel  carrier 
were  damaged  by  mines  at  XT51 92(5^  and  XT5T4263  respectively. 

In  the  forward  artillery  baj^  area,  Q  Company  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  was 
released  from  OPCON  of  division  f^illery'wd  was  airlifted  to  the 
parent  unit  location.  C  Troop  1'jjt  Sqdn,  ^th  Cav  arrived  in  the  art¬ 
illery  base  area  1700  hours  and  assumed  the  security  mission  that  had 
bean  assigned  C  Company.  The  Australian  battery  was  released  from 
OPCON  of  division  artillery  and  w^f  airlifted  to  BIEN  HOA. 

D+4  (23  February)  1  The  2d  Brigade  began  extracting  from  MASTIFF 
area  of  operations  end  returned  ti.v.J)AU  TIENG.  Extraction  began  1000 
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hours  and  all  unite  closed  DAU  TIENG  1126  hours.  Defensive  perimeters 
were  established  around  this  looation.  Small  arms  fire  was  encountered 
during  extraction. 

The  3d  Brigade  elements  oontinued  Operation  MA3T1FF  with  two 
battalions  and  the  1ft  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-)  conducting  search  and  destroy 
operations.  The  2d  Rm,  2d  Inf  closed  vio  XT528284. 

The  1st  Bi,  16th  Inf  conducted  search  ard  destroy  operations  from 
XT530310  to  XT534309  and  XT513324.  The  battalion  closed  for  the  night 
at  XT530310. 

The  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-)  swept  from  XT5727  to  XT6033#  Light 
contact  was  made  throughout  the  day,  resulting  in  one  VC  KIA. 

D+5  (26  February)*  The  2d  Brigade  remained  in  defensive  positions 
at  DAU  TIENG  and  conducted  daylight  patrols  and  established  night 
ambush  sites. 

The  3d  Brigade  and  cavalry  squadron  conducted  local  security 
missions  around  the  forward  base  area.  At  IO42  hours,  Company  B, 
lot  Bn,  16th  Inf  was  extracted  by  CH-47  and  was  lifted  to  PHU  LOI, 

D+6  (27  February)*  The  2d  Brigade  conducted  local  security 
operations.  The  1st  Bn,  IQth  Inf  was  given  the  mission  of  conducting 
an  operation  in  WICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  to  investigate  a  repox’t 
that  three  American  gnaved  ware  located  there.  Two  of  the  bodies 
were  recovered  and  were  two  of  the  three  U*S.  personnel  missing  after 
the  Battle  of  NHA  MtT  in  December.  The  brigade  remained  at  DAU  TIENG 
in  preparation  for  Operation  HATTIESBURG, 

The  3d  Brigade  began  executing  the  move  back  to  U1  KHE*  The 
tactical  motor  march  commenced  at  0700  hours  with  the  last  units 
closing  LAI  KHE  1450  hours.  The  airlift  of  personnel  and  equipment 
was  completed  during  the  period  1100  to  1315  hours.  The  extraction 
was  supported  by  normal  artilleqiy,  helicopter  guhships  and  TAC  air. 

The  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav,  Hq  A  Hq  and  C  Troops,  cleared  the  road 
from  RUNG  C  ^.Y  to  Highway  1  and  secured  the  division  artillery  road 
column  from  that  location  to  FHU|  LOI.  Troop  A  secured  extraction 
zones  for  the  2d  Bi,  2d  Inf  and  jthe  1st  Bn,  16th  Inf. 

Division  artillery  and  OPCON,  units  closed  PHU  LOI  1210  hours. 

s. 

Operation  MASTIFF  was  officially  terminated  1600  hours  27 
February  1 966 •  v 

B.  SUPPORTING  FORCES*'  a.  Artillery: 

V  * 

(1 )  Size  of  Force 

1st  Inf  Div  Arty  Tac  C^,  Qol  Roy  L.  Attoberiy 
1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  D3,  2d1  Mo 

2d  Bi,  33d  Arty  DS,  3d?M* 

8th  Bn,  6th  Arty  (-)  w/*||h  Btry  C,  2d  Bn,  32d  Arty  (8")  GS 
2d  Bn,  32d  Arty  (-)  GS  (|f5mm  Btries  LAI  KHE  and  CU  CHI) 

105th  Field  Btry  RAA,  GSj DS  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  (-)  on  order 

(2)  How  and  when  employed*  Luring  the  period  D-2  to  D-1,  1/7 
Arty  (-)  deployed  three  battorioeof  four  howitsere  eaoh  and  a  head* 
quarters  element  to  DAU  TIENG  by  aircraft.  The  Field  Rattery,  Royal 
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'y  Australian  Artillery,  was  to  be  moved  by  oonvoy  to  the  artillery  baae 
under  the  original  plan*  Hovevor,  the  division  artillery  oommander 
recommended  that  the  Australian  battery  be  airlifted  by  HU-1D  to  a 
position  vie  RUNG  CAY  prior  to  the  3d  Brigade  landing,  to  provide 
close  support.  Tho  recommendation  was  approved  and  an  infantry  pla¬ 
toon  from  Troop  D,  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  secured  the  landing  zone.  The 
battery  was  aotually  lifted  using  12  sorties  of  CH-47  helicopters  of 
the  11th  Aviation  Battalion  to  LZ  vio  XT522273  during  the  period  0750 
to  0930  hours,  21  February.  At  210458R  February,  D-Day,  Division 
Artillery  Tac  CP,  8th  Rn,  6th  Arty  (-),  and  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-) 
departed  FHU  LOI.  This  convoy  was  joined  by  C  Btry,  2d  Bn,  32d  Arty, 
at  0715  hours  at  CU  CHJ.  During  an  aerial  reconnaissance  of  the  area 
prior  to  arrival  of  the  oonvoy,  it  was  discovered  that  the  bridge  at 
XT508259  oould  not  be  used.  A  new  position  area  was  selected  in  the 
vicinity  of  XT480264  and  the  convoy  was  diverted  to  the  new  area* 
Although  the  map  indicated  that  the  area  was  covered  with  rubber  trees, 
the  actual  terrain  was  completely  open  and  offered  excellent  fields  of 
fire.  The  third  march  unit  wsb  detained  whan  heavy  engineer  equipment 
blocked  the  bridge  (XT$56049)*  The  remainder  of  the  column  was  direc¬ 
ted  south  along  Highway  13,  through  SAIGON,  and  Joined  the  planned 
route  at  X',1797909‘  A  Btry*  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  was  helilifted  from  DAU 
TIENG  to  XT481268,  using  Air  Force  CH*3  helicopters.  Battery  A 
arrived  in  position  at  the  artillery  base  area  at  1550  hours.  With 
the  closure  of  the  Australian  battery,  the  folldwing  elements  were 
looated  in  the  artillery  base  areai  Division  Artillery  Tac  CP, 

8th  Bn,  6th  Arty  (-),  2  Bn,  33d  Arty  (-),  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  (~), 

C  Co,  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf,  Hq  &  Hq  Troop  Scjdn,  4th  Cav,  D  Co,  1st 
Engr  (-)  and  Royal  Australian  Artillery  battery. 

On  February,  B  Btry,  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  was  helilifted  into  the 
artillery  bare,  closing  at  1250  hours.  Company  C,  1st  Bn,  -2d  Inf  was 
released  from  the  0FC0N  of  division  artillery  and  rejoined  1st  Brigade. 

Liaison  officers  and  forward  observers  ware  provided  2d  Brigade 
by  lot  Bn,  7 th  J.rty  ana  3d  Brigade  by  2d  Bn,  33d  A^rty.  The  Royal 
Australian  Artillery  Battery  provided  parties  to.  lat  Bn,  2d  Inf. 

Two  forward  observer  parties  and  one  liaison  party  from  ths  iBt  Bn, 

5th  Arty  with,  the  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  were  replaced  with  a  forward 
observer  section  of  the  8t.h  Bn,  $th  Arty  and  the  2d  Bn,  3?d  Arty  on 
24  February.  The  liaison  office^  f*  8th  fti,  6th  Arty  with  1st  Eta, 

7th  Arty  was  ehifted  to  1st  Sqdn.  4.  Cav.  Parties  from  the  1st  Bn, 

5th  Arty  returned  to  their  parent  organization  participating  in 
Operation  ROLLING  STONE.  Troop  4|,  1st  Sqdn,  4th  C4iv(  assumed  the 
mission  of  artillery  base  area  security  at  241645H. 

•  Fire  support  throughout  the  operation  was  continuous.  It  was 
necessary  to  move  Headquarters,  Aj  and  B  Batteries,  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty 
from.DaU  TIENG  to  the  artillery  b«fe  area  beoause  the  entire  area  of 
operation  for  2d  Brigade  could  not*  be  supported  entirely  from  either 
location.  Fire  was  effectively  p|aoed  on  known  and  suspect  personnel 
and  .installation  locations.  Harraasment  and  interdiction  fires  were 
conducted  each  night  and  suspect  forgets  were  illuminated  when  dis¬ 
covered  by  air  observers.  Small^ifms  and  mortar  fire  received  in  the 
artillery  base  area  wore  immediately  fired  on  by  artillery  and  mortars. 
On  23  February,  the  artillery  firojl  a  preparation  on. the  hunker  .com¬ 
plex  that  had  held  up  the  2d  Brig^e  advance  on  the  afternoon  of  22 
February.  The  8th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  was  given  the  mission  of 
direct,  support  for  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Qperatipn  in  conjunction  with  the 
3d  Brigade  on  25  February.  Artm  xy  firfd  7,084  rounds  during  the 
operation.  vJ  --Iff  ’  1  >  t 
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airing  the  period  242220  -  250100,  Division  Artillery  Tec  CP  V. 

worked  direotly  with  let  Aviation  battalion  Mohawks  equipped  with 
SI*AB.  Nine  moving  targets  were  engaged  by  artillery  unite  from  the 
artillery  baae  area  and  a  even  w#r*  relayed  to  unite  remaining  at 
PHU  LOI,  three  of  whioh  were  engaged.  Sevan  targete  relayed  to 
let  Bn,  8th  Arty  (CU  CHI)  were  engaged.  Bight  additional  targete 
located  hy  SLAB  on. 2523 $5  houra  were  engaged  with  HE  -  fuee  TO  and 
WP  rounds.  Targete  looated  hy  infrared  radar  teohnique  were  fired 
on  alao. 

On  26  February,  an  air  oheeryer  reported  road  blocka  on  the  MSB 
between  HUNG  CAT  and  TRAflG  BANG,  ':ln  addition,  13  mines  were  reported 
on  the  same  road.  An  alternate  rpute  wag  selected,  using  the  trail 
from  XT472259  to  XT464243  to  OIA  BINB  (XT454223)  junotion  with  High¬ 
way  1,  for  the  return  to  PHU  LOI.1  Battery  C,  2d  Battalion,  3?d 
Artillery  remained  in  position  to  aupport  the  3*  Brigade  extraction 
by  helicopter.  An  air  dMsjrver  Adjusted  8*  hpwitaers  on  the  road¬ 
blocks  on  26  and  27  Fbbt#ty  to  mislead  the  TO  into  thinking  the  road 
would  be  used  for  the  departnrpa  s  Wo  secondary  explosions  were 
observed  on  26  February  and  one  on. 27  February.  Unit*  commenced 
departure  from  the  artillery  base  at  0630  hours  on  27  February  and 
C  Battery,  2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillery,  the  last  unit  to  displace, 
oloaad  CU  CHt  1830  hours. 

Fire  support  coordination  lines  (FSCL)  and  zones  of  fire  for 
the  Australian  battery  are  indicated  in  Annex  F.  Division  artillery 
Tao  CP  provided  artillery/mortar  warning  to  aircraft  within  the  area 
of  operation.  To  accomplish  thijl1  mission  in  MASTIFF  area  end  at 
division  artillery  rear,  required  radios  were  borrowed  from  the  divi¬ 
sion  air  liaison  officer.  Two  a|.fc  controllers  were  provided  by  1st 
Avn  »x.  Division  artllleiy  conducted  24  hour  visual  recon  of  SAIGON 
River  from  XT650318  to  XT490443.-| 


Commanding  Officer,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  wae  responsible 
for  coordination  of  security.  Cifompany,  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 
augmented  security  with  three  organic  81mm  mortars  and  two  4.2  inch 
mortars  organic  to  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf’,  Mortars  were  positioned  with  8th 
Bn,  6th  Arty.  '■ 


b.  aigineerx  D  Company  (-),  1st  Qxgineer  Battalion,  wcb  nlaced 
in  direct  support  of  the  operation  and  co-located  witn  the  artillery 
base.  The  company  included  two  combat  engineer  platoons,  augmented 
hy  45  feet  of  dry  span  bridge  fro#  S  Company,  1st  Sxgineer  Battalion. 
D  Company  funxiahed  timely  and  actuate  support  by  Roasting  and 
removing  minsW twld' 4jtet#xol‘es ; j «|*ip*ovlng  access'  roads,  and  emplacing 


38  feet  of  bridging  oyer  a  etfoetflintp  3d  Brigpd» ioKaand.  poet. 

^  r/>*,  l;  ■.  .1 .  i  .  ' 


o.  Signal-i  tsiat 
and  secure  on-line  tele 
3d  Brigade  forward*  w 
nal  Platoon  supported 
ing  two  AN/MHQ-69  for 
communication  center 
teletype  operation*,  end  -one 
This  equipment  was  displaced 
0-1 23  so  rtfs.  VHP  oaiwmmicatian 
utilizing  TOP  Indio 
Mountain,  vicinity  of 
Signal  Platoon 


one  AB/M3C-17,r  5  Ai, 

to  HUNG  CAT  in  convoy. 


provided.  VHP,  HF,  and  FM  radio 
forward  TOC,  2d  Brigade  forward 
J  ’  forward,  ^d  Forward  31g- 
Brigade  forward  by  dieolac- 
-17  to  provide 
6  for  secure  radio- 
xadicNwire  intogration. 
sling  loads  and  one 
tabliehed  to  Division  Main 
d  by  0  Company  on  NUI  BA  DBH 
3,000  feet  .  The  3d  Forward 
b  .forward  With  two  AN/MRC-69, 
AN/VB^r  j.  Equipment  was  moved 


V 


CON;Ft0£*fTML 

--U  .  f  •’  ‘  r. 


1  ..  1  .*  •  •  — 

\  i.  7*.<,  ‘  . 


L 


..a,  . 

f-a.  -  .4  ?.«  -  •  ■>  • 


j 


L 


I 


J 


CONTI  DEN  i  I A  L 

Company  C  supported  division  •rtillery  forward  with  one  AN/MHC-69 
displaced  in  oonvoy. 

Telephone  olrouitf  providjdt 


(l)  Sole-user  circuits  terminated  at  each  headquarters  1 


Division  Advance  TOC  5 
Division  Rear  TOC  6 
2d  Brigade  Forward  5 
3d  Brigade  Forward  5 


Division  Artillery  Forward  3 
(2)  Common-user  telephone  services 


Division  to  Division  TOC  Advance  1 
Division  to  3d  Brigade  2 
Division  td  Jd  Brigade  2 
Danger  North  (PHTJ  LOl)  to  Div  Arty  Advance  2 
2d  Brigade  to  3d  Brigade  2 


d.  U.S.  Air  Force  Close  Air  Supports 

(l)  Size  of  Force.  During  Operation  MASTIFF  a  total  of  197  TAC 
air  sorties  were  flown  in  support  of  1st  Infantry  Division  elements 
as  follows s 


.‘aft 

Feb. 

?5 

22 

Feb 

28 

25 

Feb 

28 1 

24 

Feb 

50 

-25 

Feb 

57' 

26 

Feb 

50 

27 

Feb 

_ i 

197  (Total  sorties  flown) 

(2)  How  and  rhen  employedi  * 

\ 

(a)  TAC  air  provided  convoy  cover  for  moves  from  LAI  KHE  and 
PHTJ  LOI  to  the  operational  area  afid  was  also  employed  for  the  return 
trip  on  27  February. 

(b)  TAC  air  provided  preparation  on  all  LZ's  with  approximately 
six  sorties  per  LZ, 

(c)  Fifty-eight  pre-planned  sorties  expended  77.500  pounds 
of  ordnance  in  support  of  the  deception  p^an.  '  During  the  period 
21  -  27  February,  156  pra-pleon«M| 'sorties  were  expended, 

■  i  . 

(d)  Thirty- two  immediate  ^Sguest  sprties  were  expended  during 

the  operation.  ,  . 

(e)  A  forward  air  controller  was  airborne .at ..all  times  during 

daylight*  FAC's  wore  on  strip  alert  at  DAD  TI3NG,  DAI  KHE,  and  PHD 
LOI.  Each  brigade  had  a  FAC  acting  as  ALO,  but  there  were  no  FAC's 
with  the  forward  elements.  V'  < 

'  ..'O  *  *  « 

(f)  A  flare  ship  via  used  during  the  night  of  24  February, 

■  ;  i.  3c 

(g)  B-52  strikes  were  m$de  in  support  of  the  deception  plan. 

■  5 

'  '  ■  ■ 

p:  (’V-tai  ocrtia*, 
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(3)  Results i  Excellent,  Effectiveness  oannot  be  adequately 
Judged  due  to  the  limited  contact.  Numerous  structures  and  bunkers 
were  destroyed  end  15  sampans  were  sunk.  TAC  air  prevented  the  rioe 
that  was  being  extracted  from  2d  Brigade  area  from  being  recaptured 
by  the  VC  when  Vietnamese  personnel  abandoned  the  boats.  Hostile 
ground  fire  was  neutralized  on  several  occasions,  but  estimates  of 
damage  were  not  made  beoause  of  heavy  foliage.  Most  significant 
results  were  obtained  on  27  February  when  an  eBtimuted  46  VC  were 
KBA  (killed  by  air). 

Reaction  time  varied  aocordlng  to  the  situation.  Average  time 
when  aircraft  were  diverted  frbn)  outside  division  resources  was 
approximately  20  minutes,  including  aireraft  on  ground  alert. 

Average  time  when  airoraft  were  airborne  in  the  division  area  was 
approximately  7  minutes  from  timf  of  request  urtil  drop  of  first 
ordnance.  A  total  of  439*150  pounds  of  ordnance  and  approximately 
120,000  rounds  of  20mm  were  expended  during  MASTIFF. 

e.  U.S.  Air  Foroe  Tactical  Airlift  1 

'  <  , 

•  t 

(l)  Size  of  Force.  A  total  6f  82  C-123  sorties  were  utilized  to 
transport  the  following  items  1 


CARGO 

WEIGHT 

105mm  Ammo  -  2,250  rounds 

135,845  lbs 

Rockets  (plus  extras) 

Rockets  (for  0-1 ) 

74,000  lbs 

3f0Cb  lbs 

Rations,  Mise  Ammo,  Misc  Equip 

95.000  lbs 
307,845  lbs 

VEHICLE^ 

NUMBER 

3/4  Ton  Truok 

37 

3/4  Ton  Trailer 

18 

i  Water  Trailer 

4 

l/4  Ton  Truck 

11 

1/4  Ton  Trailer 

5 

Total  weigh c  transported  606,713  lbs. 

'FASSENQERS  >  ■*  -  *  •  :  T  si  , 

*:  1  ».  •  *  ,  *  t  , 

WEIGHT 

'  t  f 

19  Feb  215  :  »  \ 

53,750  lbs 

.'•irc.iJO'.'Peb  234 

58.500  lbs 

: .  ;Totpa  m- 

11 2,250- lbs  r 

(2)  How  and 'when  employed*  ■  TAC  ^irl^ft  was  utilized  to  deploy 
the  2d  Brigade  fromBIEN  HOI  ■'to  ■ 'BMBbfaiiUt&f  •,  C-123“di'rlcjraft  iwe-rS'usea 
to  transports  personnel,  vehiolqs,  supplief  and  ^equipment  .and°P0P. 

POL  was  flown  direotly  from  TA1}  3QN  HHUT  to  MU  TIENG  and  then  air¬ 
oraft  xacevefmdr  et’BIEN  HOA.  Jn  addition,  USAF  CH-3  helicopters  were 
utilized  during V’lWSTIFF  to-  displace  artillery.  •  '  •>  • 

f.  U.S.  Army  Aviation.* 

(l  )  Si*e  of  Force.’ 

1  )  11th  Aviation  Battalion.  Task  Force  I,  consisting  of: 
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WIT 

128th  Avn  Co 
11 6th  Avn  Co 
162d  Avn  Co 
A  Co,  let  Avn  Bn 
147th  Avn  Co 

145th  Aviation  Battalion,  Task 

A  Co,  501st  Avn  C9 
118th  Avn  Co 
68th  I^vn  Co 
197th  Avn  Co 


NT/A  L 

AIRCRAFT 

13  UH-1D,  6  UH-IB(A) 

13  UH-1D,  8  UH-1B(A) 

13  uh-id 

13  UH-1D,  6  UH-1  b(a) 

12  CH-47 

Force  II,  consisting  ofi 

12  UH-1 1),  6  UH-IB(A) 

13  UH-1D,  6  UH-IB(A) 

12  UH-1D,  4  UH-IB(A) 

•  3  UH-1B(SX  12  UH-1  (A) 


Lt  Col  Harold  0  Keebaugh,  C|0f  1st  Aviation  Battalion,  w as  air 
mission  commander*  His  headquarters  planned  and  supervised  the 
aviation  requirements  for  Operation  MASTIFF,  Lt  Col  John  Lauterbach, 
CO,  11th  Aviation  Battalion,  waf  Commander  Task  Force  I  and  Lt  Col 
Horst  K  Jooot,  CO,  145th  Aviatipn  Battalion  was  Commander  Task  Force 


II. 


(2)  How  and  when  employed* 

(a)  D-2  to  M*  In  addition  to  the  TAC  airlift  participating 

in  the  deployment  of  the  2d  Brigade  and  the  ^re-positioning  of  aup- 
plies,  TJ.S.  Army  CH-47,  CV-2,  and  UH-1L  aircraft  were  committed* 

Ten  CH-47'o  and  4  CV-2‘8  flew  59  and  25  sorties  respectively.  The 
plan  orginally  called  for  all  personnel,  equipment  and  supplies  to 
be  airlifted  with  0-12),  CH-47,  mid  CV-2  aircraft.  However,  problems 
were  encountered  keeping  the  five  planned  C-123  aircraft  flyable  the 
entire  period.  Had  the  same  resources  been  available  for  20  February 
that  had  been  used  on  19  February,  the  lift  oould  have  been  oompleted 
by  1600  hours  on  20  February.  jU.}  CH-47  helicopters  were  grounded 
on  19  February  due  to  a  safety  pf  flight  inspection  on  the  trans¬ 
mission  quill  assembly.  The  placement  of  4  CV-2  airoraft  in  the 
operation  overcame  the  setback  tp  airlift  plans  when  the  CHINOOKS 
were  grounded. 

The  lift  continued  on  20  February  using  the  4  CV-2’s  and  5  C-123's. 
By  noon  the  lift  was  behind  desired  schedule.  Sixty  UH-TD's  ware 
missioned  to  complete  the  troop;iift  and  all  personnel 'and  equipment 
closed  at  DAU  TIEN3  prior  to  1886  hours.  IXiring  the  two  day  deploy¬ 
ment  of  the  2d  Brigp.de  from  BIEN  HOA  to  DAU  TIENG,  CV-2  aircraft  r. 
transported  600  passengers  end  jfH-47'8  carried  approximately  J$1 2 ' 
passengers  and  181.6  tons  of  supplies  and  equipment,  UH-ID's  trans¬ 
ported  406  passengers. 

(b)  D-Day.  The  1st  Aviation  Battalion  (+)  conducted  airmobile 
assault  landings  of  the  2d  Brigade  by  placing  two  battalions  in  LZ 
ANN  and  one  battalion  in  LZ  BETTY.  Assault  landings  of  the  3&  Brigade 
were  made  by  placing  one  battalion  in  LZ  HAL  and  one  battalion  in  LZ 
RICK.  Each  brigade  utilized  43  fa-ID's.  After  completion  of  the 
brigade  assault  landings,  1st  Ba^tplion,  2d  Infantry  (-)  was  lifted 
into  LZ  KARL.  All  LZ's  were  prepared  by  fifteen  minutes  artillery, 
followed  by  fifteen  minutes  pf  TA|  air.  A  ten  minute  preparation 
was  fired  by  UH-IB(A)  just  prior  so  the  landing  of  assault  troops. 

The  first  troops  were  placed,  on  LZ  BETTY  and  HAL  at  0900  and  the  last 
lift  into  KARL  was  completed  at  ||l0.  Prior  to  the  assault  troop 
lifts,  the  Australian  Battery  wat  lifted. from  BUM  HOA  and  their 
security  element  of  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  frq m  FHU  LOI.  into  a  firing 

%  , 
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(3)  Summary  of  airlift  provided! 

(a)  Task  Force  I: 


116th 

128th 

Sorties 

185 

122 

Troops 

36a 

360 

Hours 

67 

54 

Task  Force 

II: 

A/501st 

A/82d 

Sorties 

I46 

146 

Troops 

274 

274 

Hours 

67 

67 

147th  I62d 

70  110 
)47  576 
33  40 


(4)  Helioopter  route  plan  at  Ai>nex  I. 
RESULTS*  a.  Friendly  losses  1 


126  120 

274 

67  49 


m  17 
m  94 
Equipment 
Equipment 
Equipment 


lost  -  2  Ml 6  Rifles 

destroyed  -  1  Armored  Personnel  Carrier 
damaged  -  -  1  Armored  Personnel  Carrier 
1  Vehicle  Tracked  Recovery 
1  5- Ton  Truck 
1  2^-Ton  Truck 
1  i-Ton  Truck 
1  OH- ID 
1  Bridge  Truck 
1  250  C7M  Air  Compressor 


b«  Ehemy  losses: 


KIA  7bc)  61 
KIA  (EST)  22 
VCC  6 
VCS  42 

t  Equipment  captured  or  destroyed 


*d  -  22  Base  Camps 

198  Tons  of  Rice 
4,511  Hounds  Small  Arms, 

Grenades,  Arty  Hounds, 
and  20mm  Ammo, 

7  Sampans 
28  Mines 

1  Claymore  Mine  Factory 
10  Weapons 
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Numerous  Medical  Supplies 
and  Documents 
3  Ton  Paanuta 
1  Ox  Oart 

146  Buildings,  Bunk era, 

Tunnel  a 

500  Gallons  of  Tuel  Oil 
55  Gallons  of  Tar 
17  Bioyoles 

200  Sheets  of  Tin 

Mieo  Clothing  and  Supplies 

10.  AIMTNlSTftATIVE  MATTERS!  ■ :  a.  Supply.  Prior  to  the  beginning  of 
Operation  MASTIFF  a  resupply  oonvoy  was  oonduoted  on  18  and  19  February 
to  LAI  KHE.  This  oonvoy  was  primarily  ooncemed  with  building  adequate 
stooks  of  rations,  POL,  and  ammunition  to  support  the  air  assault  from 
LAI  KHE.  Seventy-five  empty  vehiolee  arrived  in  DI  AN  from  LAI  KHE 
on  the  morning  of  18  February  and  69  loaded  vehicles  returned.  The 
same  prooedure  was  repeated  on  19  February  with  69  vehiolee  ooming 
from  LAI  KHE  and  75  returning  to  tnat  base  oamp  in  the  afternoon.  A 
total  of  108  tone  of  cargo  was  oarried  during  the  two-day  resupply 
notion. 

b*  Logistioal  support  lit  the  a^illexy  base  area  was  not  entirely 
adequate  since  there  was  ho  direot  support  maintenance  of  forward 
supply  element.  The  foroe  of  approximately  1,600  personnel  was  Sup¬ 
ported  in  ihe  following  manner  1 

(1)  Class  I.  Units  oarried  from ’3  to  10  days  supply  depending 
on  the  transportation  capability.  Class  A  rations  wars  delivered 
from  the  PHU  LOI  Class  1  point  \pi»  HU- ID.  Water  waa  produoed  by  two 
engineer  water  points  from  a  small  lake  within  the  perimeter. 

(2)  Claee  II  and  IV  (inoluding  repair ‘parts ) .  Hhd  item  replace¬ 
ment  and  repair  parts  were  obtained  through  organisation  rear  detaoh- 
ments. 

(3)  Class  III.  Units  oarried  the  maximum  permitted  by  available 

transportation.  S&T  battalion  g&taohsd  two  5,000  gallon  tankers  to 
division  artillery  S-4  to  oarsy  HOG  AS  end  diesel.  S&T  battalion 
resupplied  1,000  gallons  of  JP-4'Snd  4f000  gallons  of  MOGAS  by  hell- 
copter.  I 

(4)  Claes  V.  Artillery  units  oarried  a  five  day  supply.  An 
additional  five  day  supply  was  prepositioned,  at  CU  CHI  but  waa  not 
needed.  Small  arms  and  mortar  ammunition  for  the  oavalxy  and  infantry 
units  was  resupplied  from  the  division  ammunition  officer  by  HU-1D. 
Three  oavalxy  troops  and  one  rifle  company  required  16  HU- ID  sortlea 
per  day. 

(5)  Organisational  maintenance  was  provided  by  units  on  site 

and  there  was  not  direot  support  {paintenahoa  available.  Some  small 
items  were  evacuated  to  DI  AN  for~required  direot  support  maintenance, 
but  large  items  were  evaouated  overland  upon  completion  of  the  opera¬ 
tion.  #'■ 

»  '  • 

o.  Medical  olearing  facilities  were  provided  by  the  division 
artillery  surgeon,  and  he  also  h^dled  air  evacuation  of  oaaualties. 
Only  two  casualties  were  held  ovojhight  the  aid  station. 
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d*  Transportation.  The  sir  LOO  worked  well  within  its  capability. 
Since  there  was  no  strip  available  to  aooommodate  fixed  wing  aircraft, 
all  support  was  provided  by  UH-1D,  CH-*3,  and  CH-47  aircraft.  The 
land  LOC  was  not  used  ainoe  foroea  were  not  allooated  to  eaoort 
oonvoya. 


e.  Unit  Strengths  t 
UNIT 


Badxtamra  op  sis  of 

OPERATION  OPERATION 


Division  Artillery  Tao  CP  2 6 
1st  Bi,  7th  Arty  293 
6th  Bn,  6th  Arty  267 
2d  Bn,  33d  Arty  359 
Royal  Australian  Arty  ftry  102 
1st  Bn,  2d  Irl  883 
2d  Bn,  32d  Arty  486 
D  Co,  1st  Bhgr  Bi  104 


26 

291 

262 

358 

102 

848 

468 

103 


f.  Administrative  matters  for  2d  and  3d  Brigades  included  in 
Annexes  6  and  H* 


1 1 .  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES!  None. 


12.  COMMANDERS  ANALYSIS,!  Operation  MASTIFF  represented  the  second 
largest  operation  conducted  by  the  1st  Ihf entry  Division  to  dace* 
Although  the  number  of  VC  killed  lid  not  beet  expeotions,  neither 
were  the  VC  encountered  in  the  numbers  anticipated  from  intelligence 
reports.  The  deception  plan  was  excellent  and  effectively  comple¬ 
mented  the  actual  plan.  The  operation  definitely  revealed  that  the 
division  is  otpable  of  planning  and  conducting  an  operation  of  this 
magnitude  and  in  an  area  of  our  choosing*  MASTIFF  was  successful  in 
all  phases*  IXirlng  Operation  MASTIFF,  valuable  information  was 
gained  in  the  use  of  supporting  forces  Such  as  artillery,  TAC  air, 
TAC  airlift,  and  communications.  The  Air  Force  and  Arny  alrMft  of 
the  2d  Brigade  from  BIEN.  HOA  stands  well  as  a  high  point  in  combined 
airlift  for  this  combat  theater* 


13.  CONCLUSIONS  AND  LESSONS  LEA]  [ED*  hi  Conclusions* 

(1)  The  use  of  OV-1  aircraf^ -equipped  with  SLAR  and  IR  and  reporting 
the  results  for  artillery  engagement  was  very  effective. 

(2)  The  role  played  by  the  4&tillery  in  attempting  to  block  the 
enemy  escape  route  over  the  SAIQf  I  River  was  ineffective  during  dark¬ 
ness  due  to  a  lack  of  adequate  l||uminatipn. 

(3)  Air  lines  of  communicate  n  were  adequate.  Units  utilized, 
both  fixed  end  rotary  wing  airo|ut* 

(4)  The  division  signal  battalion  is  oapable  of  supporting  wide¬ 
spread  operations  of  an  infantry  division  as  evidenced  by  the  number 
of  taotical  locations  supported  during  MA3TIFF  while  continuii.  to 
support  the  four  major  semi-fixed  base  camps.  Elements  in  support 

of  forward  CP  locations  oan  be  suooessfully  airlifted  and  within  a 
prescribed  time  frame,  establish  positive  and  reliable  communications 
for  the  division.  The  utilization  of  a  relay  point  on  NUI  BA  DEN 
effectively  provided  neoeeeaiy  long  range  communication. 
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(5)  Provision  for  *  longer  period  to  dleplaoe  the  2d  Brigade 
would  have  allowed  greater  margin  of  assurance  in  completing  the 
move  without  applying  the  mart  mum  effort  on  the  final  day.  With 
the  lose  of  airoraft  due  tc  maohanioal  failure,  other  aircraft  that 
were  being  prepared  fop  the  air  assault  had  to  be  missioned  to  com* 
plete  the  move  of  the  2d  Brigade. 

b.  Lessons  Learned t 

(1 )  Roads  oleared  the  previous  day  should  not  be  considered 
cleared  until  they  are  again  swept  for  mined  Immediately  prior  to 
being  used. 

(2)  The  division  signal  battalion,  by  utilizing  a  suitable  VHF 
radio  relay  unit  (NUI  BA  DEH)  oan  extend  the  effectiveness  of  VHP 
equipment  far  beyond  its*  normal  line  of  Bight  range  of  30  miles. 

Suoh  a  relay  provides  reliable  oommunicaiion  and  compensates  for  the 
often  undesirable  communication  sites  enoountered  in  forward  areas 
experienced  in  flat  and  heavily  forested  areas  found  in  Vietnam. 

(3)  Aerial  resupply  of  signal  equipment  is  a  factor  which  must 
be  anticipated.  Backup  equipment  is  reduced  to  the  minimum  with  suoh 
widespread  operations  as  MASTIFF  and  the  quantity  of  equipment  com¬ 
mitted. 

(4)  Signal  maintenance  technicians  must  be  prepared  to  immedi¬ 
ately  analyze  verbal  reports  of  equipment  malfunctions  in  forward 
areas,  and  then  either  displace  repair  personnel  forward  to  repair 
or  evacuate  the  equipment. 

ANNEXES* 

A  —  Enemy  Order  of  Battle 

B  —  Sequence  of  Events 

C  —  Overlay  of  Deception  Plan  (FRAG  0  12-66) 

D  —  Operations  Overlay  2d  Brigade  Area  of  Operation 

E  —  Operations  Overlay  3d  Brigade  kxm  of  Operation 

F  —  Operations  Overlay  Operation  MASTIFF 
G  —  After  Action  Report  2d  Brigade 
H  —  After  Action  Report  3d  Brigade 
I  —  Air  Assault  Lanes 
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ANNEX  A  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report,  Operation  MASTIFF, 

Eh emy  Order  of  Battle 

APPENDIX  1  (liiemy  Order  of  Battle)  to  ANNEX  A  (intelligence ^  to  OPLAN 
1-66  (Operation  MASTIFF). 

1.  The  three  main  force  regiments  (27' ,  272,  and  273)  have  been 
operating  around  the  Michelin  area  since  the  middle  of  November  1965. 
271  Regimont  has  been  reported  numerous  times,  generally  to  the  vest 
of  the  Miohalin  Plantation  in  the  vioinity  of  XT4355*  Reports  on 

23  Jan  66  f::;;^  a  rallier  and  2  VCC  olaimed  that  as  of  22  Jan  66  the 
271  Regiment  wao  3  coated  at  XT540710.  Four  laborers  said  th-jy  carried 
ammunition  across  highway  13  between  Chon  Thanh  and  Bau  Bang  on  an 
unknown  date.  This  information  correlates  with  the  most  recent  report 
from  III  Corps  reporting  27 '1  Regiment  moving  to  the  vioinity  of 
XT750550  on  26  January, 

OB  COMMENT! 

The  271  Regiment  was  last  located  in  the  vioinity  of  XT540710 
around  22  January,  As  to  the  regiment  moving  east,  there  is  no 
information  confirming  or  denying  the  information  repotted  by  the 
four  laborers*  This  information  should  be  considered  probable  (f/3) 
with  the  possible  objective  of  attaoking  either  the  let  Brigade  or 
Bien  Hoa  Air  Base. 

2.  Tli  rough  out  November  and  December  272  Regiment  has  been 
reported  to  tho  east  of  the  Michelin  Plontation  within  the  vicinity 
of  XT67c<~;  and  w  a  believed  to  still  bo  located  there  as  of  7  January, 

A  rallier  reported  on  15  January,  the  602/272  Regiment  was  located  at 
XT67056O  with  the  other  two  battalions  positioned  nearby. 

OB  CCWiNTt 

There  is  no  available  information  to  substantiate  any  movement 
by  the  272  Regiment. 

3.  In  November  1965,  the  273  Regiment  was  reported  east  of  the 
Michelin  Plantation  in  the  vicinity  of  XT7940  by  numerous  sources 
(F/6).  The  location  of  this  unit  was  unknown  until  24  December  when 
III  Corps  reported  it  in  vicinity  XT35^5>  as  of  24  January  it  has 
been  carried  in  the  vicinity  XT6968.  One  rallier  reported  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  707/273  Regiment  from  War  Zone  "C"  on  22  January  1966  to 
XT609597  and  another  rallier  reported  241  Arty  Battalion,  subordinate 
to  707  or  709/273  Regiment  had  crossed  highway  13  at  Ben  Dong  So 
(XT7943)  on  26  Jan  (f/6). 

OB  COMMENTS 

Information  received  substantiates  the  location  of  273  Regiment 
in  the  vicinity  of  XT6968  up  to  *24  January,  Further  movement  east 
by  the  regiment  seems  to  correspond  with  information  obtained  about 
271  Regiment.  Further  investigation  of  this  information  j.s  needed. 

The  241  Artillery  Battalion  has  not  been  located  for  some  time,  but 
it  is  believed  to  be  attached  to  the  273d  Regiment. 

4.  Other  units  have  been  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Michelin 
Plantation.  The  Phu  Loi  Battalion  has  been  reported  three  times  east 
and  southeast  of  Michelin  (XT6743  to  XT7946)*  Tb®  302  Battalion  was 
reported  on  18  November  vioinity  XT4050  on  15  November  by  SF  (f/6). 
the  320  Battalion  vicinity  XT4350  on  12  November  by  III  Corps  (f/6), 
and  the  3rd  Battalion,  165th  Regiment  vicinity  XT7943  on  20  January 

by  MACV  (0/3). 
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Biemy  Order  of  Battle  (Con't) 
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ANNEX  B  Sequence  of  Brents  Operation  MASTIFF 

SEQUENCE  OF  EVENT3 
Div  EXementa 


ITEM  NO 

dats/time 

EVENT 

1 

D-1 

Div  Tac  CP  moves  to  DAU  TIENG. 

2 

D-1 

Tanka  1/4  Cav  moves  to  DI  AN, 

5 

D-Day  0400 

Tanka  1/4  Cav  departs  DI  AN, 

4 

0445 

l/4  Oav  (-),  Arty  Btitea  depart  FHTJ  LCI. 

5 

0700 

1/4  Cav  (-)  and  tanks  rejoin  on  Highway  1, 

6 

0745 

1/4  Ca^  (-)  arrives  CU  CHI  pioks  up 

8"  Hot/. 

6A 

0820 

RAA  lands. 

7 

0915 

1/4  Oav  (-)  arrives  release  point  vie 
XT516260. 

8 

1045 

1/2  Inf  (-)  lands  LZ  KARL* 

• 

SEQUENCE;  OF.  EVENTS  2D  BDE 

1 

*'  n 

2d  begin#  iiioveinent  to  DAU  TIENG 

by  1-123  and  CH-47  airefcaft. 

S 

2 

D-f 

2d  Bde  closes  DAU  TIENO. 

3 

D-1 

Diy  Tac  CP  moves  to  DAU  TIENG.- 

4 

D-Day  0020 

Begin  Arty  prep  on  LZ  ANN, 

5 

D-  Day  0855 

tlid  Arty  begin  TAC  air  prep  on  LZ  ANN. 

6 

D-Day  0855 

End  TAC  air  begin  UTT  prep  of  LZ  ANN, 

7 

D-Day  0900 

1st  lift  of  2/16  Inf  land  on  LZ  ANN. 

8 

thi*v  0915 

2d  J,ift  of  2/16  Inf  land  on  LZ  ANN, 

9 

D-Day  09? 5 

Begin  air  prep  LZ  BEJTTY. 

10 

D-Day  09JO 

la*  lift  of  2/1 8  Inf  land  on  LZ  ANN. 

11 

D-  Day  0945 

2d  lift  of  2/1 8  Inf  land  on  LZ  ANN. 

12 

D-i*y  0945 

Efad  TAC  air  begin  prep  of  LZ  BETTY. 

13 

D-Day  0955 

End  Arty  prep  begin  UTT* 

14 

D-Day  1000 

Ipt  J.ift  of  l/l 8  Inf  land  on  LZ  BETTY. 

15 

D-Day  1015 

2d  lift  of  l/l 8  Inf  land  on  LZ  BETTY. 

16 

D  Day 

All  Bde  troops  closed  on  LZs. 
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AMS  B  Sequence  of  Barents  Operation  MASTIFF  (don't) 


SB&UENCE  OF  EVENTS  5P  BPS 


IWLM 

BATl/TUffi 

i 

21  Feb  0726 

3d  Bde  road  oolumn  creeses  SP  LAI  Kith. 

2 

21  Feb  0000 

Rifle  Co  l/l6  Inf  arrives  LAI  KMIS  air 
atrip  for  reaction  force  10  min  alert. 

3 

21  Feb  0820 

Arty  prepares  LZ's  HAL  &  JdGK. 

4 

21  Fab  0830 

Bde  CMD  Group  departs  LAI  KHE  in  (M.C 

aircraft. 

5 

21  Feb  0835 

USAF  prepares  LZ's  HAL  &  HICK. 

6 

21  Feb  0849 

1st  airlift  departs  1. 11  KHE. 

7 

21  Feb  0850 

DH-1B  fire  tearnB  praps  re  LZ'o  HA[  A.  HICK. 

8 

21  Feb  0900 

a.  H-Hour, 

b,  let  airlift  arivtsj  LZ  ilAj,, 

c.  3d  Bde  road  column  arrives  Lai 

THIBU  (G3). 

d.  2d  Bde  road  column  arrives  LA.1 

THIEtJ  (03). 

9 

21  Feb  0914 

2d  airlift  departs  LAI  KHZi, 

10 

21  Feb  0915 

l/4  Cav  OPCOR  3d  Mte  oil  tun vul  Line 
SHEPHERD  and  ocoupiee  L.i coking  Pan  PAUL. 

ii 

21  Feb  0925 

&•  3d  Bde  land  tail  clears  LAi  THIEtJ 

(G3)* 

b,  2d  airlift  arrives  LZ  j§£0R,» 

12 

21  Feb  0939 

3d  ^irlift  departs  L.AI  KHE* 

13 

21  Feb  0950 

3d  Airlift  arrrves  LZ's  HAL  &  RiCK. 

14 

21  Feb  1000 

t* 

Helicopter  movement  of  3d  Rde  ©laments 

delete.  ] 

15 

21  Feb  1015 

2/6;  Inf  &  l/l6  Inf  move  to  occupy 
tjjL^bklng  portions  BILL  &.  GEORGE. 

16 

21  Feb  1100 

Ifl Smoking  Peps  BILL  Sc  GEORGE  occupied. 

17 

21  Feb  1134 

a.  Hoad  column  arrives  RP. 

* 

b.  C/i/2  Inf  released  to  OPCOH  div  arty. 

18 

21  Feb  1150 

2^33  Arty  dears  RP. 

19 

21  Feb  1155 

2^33  Arty  oooupying  firing  positions. 
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ANFEX  B  Sequence  of  Events 


M  F  i  D  crN  i  mu 

Operation  ILiSTIFF  (Con't) 


ITEM  NO  DATE/TIME 

20  21  Feb  1159 

21  21  Feb  1201 

22  21  Feb  1300 


EVENT 

3d  Bde  road  oolumn  dears  RP. 

2d  Bde  road  column  arrives  RP  &  released 
from  OPCON  3d  Bde. 

3d  Bde  Tac  CP  open  vie  XT533287* 


Con  t-iDtN  1  id  L 

B-J 


ANNEX  C 


OVERLAY  OP  DECEPTION  PLAN  (FRAG  0  12-66) 


SCOTTY 


ANNEX  A  OPERATION  OVERLAY  TO 
FRAG  O  12.66  (OPERATION  MASTIFF) 
REF:  MAPS  VIETNAM  t'.50jOOO 
SHEETS:  62641 
634617 
6244 E 
6344  HI 


ANNEX  CTO  COMBAT  OPERATION  AFTER 

ACTION  report;  operation  mastiff 

OVERLAY  OF  DECEPTION  PLAN  ■ 


SPITZ 

65 


•  :<o 


r  •  I 

^  +■*’  '»-*  *  •  it  *  «  •  **-• 


ANNEX  A  OPERA! 
FRAG  0  12-66  (01 
REF:  MAPS  VIETN 
SHEETS:  6244  3 
6*441 
62441 
6*441 


ANNEX  A  OPERATION  OVERLAY  TO 
PRA6  O  12-66  (OPERATION  MASTIFF) 


SCOTTY 


REF:  MAPS  VIETNAM  CSOjOOO 
SHEETS:  6244 1 
634417 
6244 n 

6344  nr 


ANNEX  CTO  COMBAT  OPERATION  AFTER 

ACTION  REPORT  OPERATION  flAST IFF 
OVERLAY  OF  DECEPTION  PLAN 


AMEX  D 


OPERATIONS  OVERLAY  2D  BRIGADE  AREA  OF  OPERATION 


I 


_  O  N  i- 1  t  N  i  AL 

ANNEX  D  to  Combat  Operations  Af+#r  Action  Report  Operation  MASTIFF 
Area  of  Operation  2d  Brigade  V 
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OPERATIONS  OVERL/V  ID  WOSADf  AREA  OF  OPERATION 


ANNEX  P 


OPERATIONS  OVERLAY  OPERATION  MASTIFF 
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WEX  F  TO  COMBAT  OPERATIONS 
FTER  ACTrON  REPORT 

PFRATICN  MASTIFF 
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SHEETS:  6245ir 
6244  I 
634-5111 
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AF'^K  action  HEPOHT  2 
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D  3HIGAJDE 


CONFIOEN  TIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY  ' 
HEADQUARTERS  2D  BRIGADE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APG  ti. 3.  FORCE!  963U5 


31  March  1966 

S  BJECTi  Combat  Operations  Aft  r  Action  Reoort  (MACV/RCS/J3/32)(U) 
(Operation  MASTIFF) 


THRU*  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Di.vi  io,. 

ATTN:  AVID-T 

APO  U.S.  FORCES  963^ 

TO:  Commander 

US  Militaiy  As^fr. t ftnc®  Command.  Vietnam 
ATTN:  J321 

APO  U.S.  Forces  9C2li3 


1.  (C)  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  MASTIFF,  Search  and 
Destroy  Operation. 

2.  (C)  •  DATES  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  began  190700H  February  1966 
and  Terminated  at  251200H  Februarv  1966* 

3.  (C)  GENERAL:  Operation  MASTIFF  was  initiated  by  1st  Infantry 
Division  OPLAN1  1-66  la  tod  0f>l200H  February  1966,  2d  Brigade  OPCRD  was  oub- 
lished  l6l°OOU  February  \  •  oJ  on  the  Division  Plan  for  the  actual  operation 
in  all  aspects  except  that  the  operations  overlay  and  details  of  the  tact¬ 
ical  plan  were  based  on  the  deception  plan  which  had  been  published  as  a 
part  of  1st  Division  OPLAN  1-66 .  Subsequently,  at  DAU  TIENG  staging  area, 

2d  Brigade  published  FRAG  0  12-66  dated  151200F  February  1966  which  con¬ 
tained  the  details  of  the  actual  tactical  operation.  The  Brigade  used  OaU 
"’.'PNG  (XTI48J46;  as  a  oiifing  area  and  the  tactical  operation  was  conducted 
in  a  jungle  area  south  of  the  S..IGCN  River  in  an  area  bounded  by  coordinates 
'■~’*'30h00,  tiiiliQ3,lO,  XTli90300,  id  XT#0360  in  KHIEM  HANH  District,  TAT 
NINH  Province  in  tin  25'th  ARVI.  Jivision  DTA.  In  brief,  the  tactical  plan 
was  to  lift  three  infantry  Batouxions  into  the  objective  area  by  helicopter, 
placing  one  in  a  blocking  position  vie  XT508378  to  intercept  VC  movement 
out  of  the  area  of  operations  while  the  other  two  Infantry  Battalions  con¬ 
ducted  a  sweep  to  drive  against  the  river  or  the  blocking  position  and 
destroy  or  capture  them.  Tne  initail  sweep  was  to  be  followed  by  a  detailed 
search  of  the  area  for  VC  facilities  and  supplies.  The  2d  Brigade  operation 
was  conducted' under  1st  Division  control  in  conjunction  with  a  coordinated 
operation  by  tho  3rd  Brigade  to  the  southeast  of  the  2d  Brigade  area  of  op¬ 
erations. 

a.  Reporting  Officer:  Lionel  A.E.  Millcy,  Commanding 

b.  Tasx  Organization: 

2/16  Inf:  it  Col  W.S.  Hathaway,  Conmanding 

6>  National  Policemen 

3  AKVft  Dog  Teams 

2  Demo  Teams,  Co  B,  1st  Engr  Bn 

l/l8  Inf  (-):  Lt  Col  K.R.M.  Morton,  Commanding 

6  National  Policemen 

3  ARVd  Dog  Teams 

2  Demo  Teams j  Co  3.  1st  Engr  Bn 
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2/l8  Inf »  Lt  Col  H.  McCrystal,  Commanding 


6  National  Policemen 

2  ARVN  Dog  Teams 

2  Demo  Teams,  Co  B,  let  Engr  P r 

Bde  Arty (PS )* 

1/7  Arty  (I0i>m  Towed)  Lt  Col  u.PL  Fy«>,  Commanding 

Bde  Reserve t 

Co  P  l/l8  Infantry 

Bde  Troops  t 

Hq  &  Hq  Co  2d  Bde 

!r,2  M01 1  Pit  (3  tubes)  2/1.6  Inf 

Squad  1st  MP  Co 
MI  Det  (IPW) 

ARVN  Dog  Pit  (-) 

lu  (C)  INTELLIGENCE t 


a.  Intelligence  prior  ,  aeration  At  the  start  of  Operation 
M  A3  TIFF,  the  strength  of  VC  forces  in  the  general  nn  a  vb  !oti,i  ;i  0  t 
be  three  main  force  regiments  (271--  72-273)  a.  k-  'f.-  /inci.;-  't  Mobile  Mal¬ 
ta  lion  (PHJ  LOl).  These  units  had  been  repo:  ‘  as  iatc  a|  ll>  Fev  ' 

1966  to  be  operating  in  the  MICHEL!  -  Plantation  area  sirce  Noijfer:!****  iy/  !.» 
Their  presence  or  movement  in  or  0  t  of  the  &13  could  net  to  •  -bst.-nt '  .te  ; 
as  none  of  the  referenced  units  or  subordinate  unit)  were  oao  junuored*  In¬ 
telligence  information  was  received  from  Headquarters  1st  In  -anL  y  Division 
prior  to  commencement  of  this  operation*  Maximum  use  of  list  3Jig.:nce  t.’  rough 
SPiR,  SLAR  and  Red  Haze  reports  wa*  utilized ,  ftmd  a.l  supp  n-<  iv  -1  li.s 
quarters  1st  Infantry  Division  was  excellent. »  Photos  Were  u*  to  .:u. U.  an  : 
shared  good  ground  detail. 


b.  Eneny  situation  during  op -ret  ion:  I.nyy  massing  ft!  VC  was 
not  anticipated  and  none  took  place.  Course  of  VC  actions  nncountor  d 
throughout  the  operation  war  the  employment  of  mines,,  booby  traps,  SA  fir*- 
from  local  guerrilla  forces  and  ba.se  camp  r  takai  jxr'iomiul  at  base 

camp  installations* 

c.  Terrain  and  Weathers  The  terra!  1  »es  jungle  witfe  3c->  red -• 

Ifli  areas,  The  jungle  canopy  offered  good  concuajp-ct  t-  from  j- 

server a tion.  Ground  under  the  canopy  was  generally  clear  >*  undergrowth 
providing  good  mobility  alone  existing  roads  and  trails.  The  weather  was 
hot  and  humid,  with  one  rain  s  lower  of  short  duration  hirin'  the  period. 

The  major  obstacle  was  the  SAIGON  River  witch  f  1c  a/s  generally  fr  :-m  north 
to  south  forming  a  natural  barrier  on  the  vest  of  the  area  of  opera+ior.s, 

Tie  river  was  not  fordable  to  foot  troops  except  at  prepared  crossing  sites. 


d.  Fortifications t  See  Inclosures  2  through  5> 

e,  Qk/~?ny  Ops  Evaluation*  A  total,  of  20,000  leaflets  were  droppe 
with  theme*  ”Gun-US  Air  Power”  and  four  Pay  Loudspeaker  missions  were  flown* 
Interrogation  of  two  Ralliers  revealed  that  they  surrendered  after  readir" 
Psychological  Warfare  Leaflets  and  hearing  Psychological  Warfare  broadcasts. 

5.  (0)  MISSION*  CVi  19  February/,  2d  Brigade  deploys  by  air  to  DATJ 
TISNG|  closes  DAU  FIENG  on  20  February  and  on  . 1U900H  February,  a  onducts  an 
airmobile  assault  on  LZ(i  in  area  COCKER,  attacks  to  the  southeast  within  the 
IAGR  arid  on  arrival  on  line  GRETHC.  .D  attacks  north  to  line  FOC'lE  in  c^or- 
iination  with  3rd  Brigade, 

if  <•  ■ 

**(,  %  *•  ,  ,  t  1  “  *  .  .  \  ,  , 

V 99  *  .  ,  1  ..v  .  »  >*  1  *  v*  w  ♦ 

r*  m  ••  I  -•.'•or  *>•  n 
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6*  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OFERATIi.Ni 

a.  Maneuver  i  This  operation  was  conducted  in  four  phases  as 

follows f 

( 1  )  Phase  I:  On  D-2,  2d  Brigade  moved  by  C-123  and/or  CH- 
li7  ajroiaf't  to:  PAN  flENU^  closed  by  D-l  and  established  a  Brigade  CP,  Log¬ 
istical  Support  base,  Artillery  firing  positions,  and  Battalion  marshalling 
areas  from  which  tn  oc  nduct  and  support  succeeding  phases  of  the  operation, 

(■  )  Phase  TT t  D-Day,  H-Hour,'  3  Infantry  Battalions  supported 
by  Art. ill  r;„  and  1AC  ir  Conducted  an  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  Vic  PL  TERRIER. 
On  c  mplooion  of  the  a  irmobile  assault,  two  Infantry  Battalions  attacked  to 
the  southeast  to  d  -‘Stray  VC  forces  in  tone  while  one  Battalion  established 
a  bleat  inf  .  os  i  1.1  on  to  prevent,  VC  movement  to  the  north.  Phase  II  ended 
when  attaching  forces  reached  line  GREYHOUND. 

(3)  Phase  III:  One  Battalion  continued  tc  block  VC  move¬ 
ment  to  Ute  north  while  Two  Battalions  continued  to  the  northeast  in  TAOR 
fllLLDOG  in  cuf  rdination  with  "the  3rd  Brigade,  Phase  III  ended  when  attac. 
ing  ror  es  oi  I'd  Brigade,  and  3rd  Brigade  closed  on  line  POODLE, 

i)i)  Phase  IV |  After  closing  on  line  POiiDLE,  2d  Brigade 
forces  pi  pareS'  bo  conduct  a  dot, ailed  search  to  destroy  VC  facilities, 
supplies  ai  1  equip  ; 1 1 1  in  v.ori., 

b.  j’ire  Support J  Artillery,  TAC  Air  and  UTTfc  were  employed  to  prepare 
I l  Hng  zones,  support  search  and  destroy  operations,  deny  the  use  of  the 
S.ildi  li  !  ivtiV  I  liie  VC  and  to  interdict  VC  concentrations  and  routes  of 
wi  U.dr  i  ,.l.  t.'-i;  ie  -was  sup;  or  ted.  initillly  by  ]/7  Artillery,  from  DAU 
J'Jl'NC..  ..n  .  i  I,  of  -ange  of  DAU  TTENG,  l/7  Artillery  displaced 

1*4  «ji  :•  i  i  a  a l  t>  i  j  1 1:  i  j  t . 1  s ti  area  and  supported  the  remainder  ot 


the 

“i 

it  u 

ii  -i.x  l.tri  l,  location. 

7* 

(c)  . 

EXEC:  TIDN; 

•H  * 

Citron  >logys 

7  !' 

h'b.ad'  r*  -rived  1st  Division  OMAN  1  -66  and  began  planning 

and 

IM 

t  i  ■  1.  1 

0.  era tiun  MASTIFF. 

l6  r. 

1  Mi-igairi  publiohud  ?d  Brigade  FRAG  0  12-66  which  included 

all 

ad 

i  ;>  1. 1  a 

t  natal  is  necessary  to  initiate  Operation  MASTIFF.  Hie 

tact 

ica 

|  irl.i 

a  of  ii  te  plan,  however,  was  based  on  the  Division  deception 

plan 

w  h  1 

i  uh  had 

t  oi  published  as  a  part  of  the  Division  OPLAN. 

IV  >■'  J  nri^ade  initaited  air  movement  to  DAU  TIENG  in  preparation 
for  I  ho  iporati  ,i.  39  0-123  sorties  and  U2  CH— J47  sorties  were  employed  to 
move  el  imnflts  of  tne  B  igale  CP,  Brigade  and  Battalion  Trains,  l/?  Art- 
illerj  and  2 '/iff  infantry . 

2  )  i'fch  in  igadtj  r  li.finttod  the  air  movement  of  men  and  equipment 
to  DAU  T  LENG.  During  the  day,  37  C-123  sorties,  25  CV2  sorties  and  58  'rJI 
sortif  u  iore  i  >o mi  1  )  o  j  ,«  1,he  operational  elements  of  all  units  into 
DAU  Tlhiii  by  20ldli')U.  The  Bi  igade  CP  had  been  operational  in  the  new  area 
since  2'ViuuoiU  At  2O90OOH,  1  he  Brigade  Commander  issued  tne  Brigade  OPQRD 
5-66  for  the  actual  conduct  of  the  tactical  operation  the  next  day, 

21  }*el»  fii  2.10H0H,  the  l/v  Artillery  began  preparation  of  the 
LZs.  at.  2$O0Ii5Mj  fra  ty  ill T ID  helicopters  landed  at  DAU  TIENG  to  load  the 
first  lift  ot  troops.  The  first  lift,  2/l6  Infantry,  took  off  at  2108U8H 
and  landed  on  LZ  ANN  at  210900H,  Each  of  the  three  Battalions  required 
two  lifts.  Hie  2/l6  Infantry  landed  on  the  same  LZ  at  210925H  and  the 
second  lift  cloned  at  2l09h9H.  The  first  lift  of  the  l/l8  Infantry  de¬ 
parted  DAIJ  TIENG  at  21095^H  to  "’and  on  1Z  BETTY  and  the  second  and  last 
lift  closed  on  the  LZ  at  211026h.  The  flight  was  conducted  flawlessly. 

Light  sniper  fire  was  encountered  on  and  near  the  LZs,  but  it  had  no  sign¬ 
ificant  effect  on  the  operation.  All  units  moved  rapidly  from  the  LZs, 

(3) 
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2/l6  and  2/l8  Infantry  initiated  an  attack  toward  line  GREYHOUND.  The  l/l8 
Ihfantry  moved  from  LZ  BETTY  torward  blocking  position  STEEL.  VC  resistance 
was  scattered  and  unorganized*  Most  contacts  were  meeting  engagements  with 
small  groups  of  VC  riding  bicycles,  13  TAC  air  sorties  were  flown  during 
the  day  and  the  l/7  Artilleiy  fired  a  total  of  898  rounds.  During  the  day, 
the  Brigade  Psy  War  Team  dropped  10,000  "Bomber"  leaflets  in  the  area  of 
operations*  Ih  the  evening,  the  2/l6  and  2/l8  Infantry  closed  into  ^attalion 
base  camps  near  line  QREfHOUND  while  the  l/l8  Infantry  closed  on  position 
STEEL  and  established  a  blocking  position*  During  the  day,  VC  losses  wore 
3  VC  KIA  (Body  Count),  2  small  arms  and  1  VC  suspect  were  captured  and  an 
additional  h  VC  were  estimated  to  have  been  killed.  US  losses  were  one 
killed  and  seven  wounded.  All  of  these  casualties  were  the  result  of  a 
mined  booby  trapped  area  encountered  by  l/l8  Infantry  on  their  route  to  po¬ 
sition  STEEL. 

22  Feb  -  The  2/ 16  and  2/l8  Infantry  continued  to  attack  initially 
to  the  southeast  and  subsequently  to  the  northeast  toward  line  POODLE.  The 
l/l8  Infantry  remained  in  blocking  position  STEEL.  Eneny  resistance  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  scattered  and  light.  Small  groups  of  VC  were  encountered  on 
trails  and  in  base  camps.  There  was  no  organized  delaying  action  on  the 
part  of  the  VC.  Only  one  instance  of  sniper  fire  was  reported  by  l/l8  In¬ 
fantry  in  the  blocking  position  while  2/l6  and  2/l8  Infantry  overran  sev¬ 
eral  VC  base  camps,  one  with  extensive  medical  facilities  and  a  large  rice 
cache.  The  l/7  Artillery  fired  108  rounds,  12  TAC  air  sorties  were  emplqyed 
and  the  Brigade  Psy  War  Team  dropped  10,000  ,rUS  Power"  leaflets  in  the  area 
of  operations.  Total  VC  losses  for  the  day  were  5  VC  killed  (Body  Count), 

|  VC  captured,  3  base  e  mps  and  2  sampans  destroyed  and  li  small  arms  and 
8£,7  tons  of  rice  and  2  tons  of  peanuts  captured.  US  casualties  were  two 
killed  and  twenty  two  wounded,  all  trom  2/0.8  Infantry  in  an  encounter  with 
mines,  booby  traps  and  small  arm3  fire  around  a  VC  base  camp, 

23  Feb  -  This  day  marked  the  end  of  the  attack  phase  of  the  oper¬ 
ation  and  the  beginning  of  a  detailed  search  for  VC  supplies  and  facilities. 
The  l/l8  Infantry  continued  to  occupy  position  STEEL  and  conducted  extensive 
patrolling  in  that  general  area,  encountering  only  scattered  sniper  fire. 

The  2/l6  Infantry  secured  rice  captured  on  22  February  and  made  preparations 
for  the  extraction  of  the  rice  by  boats  on  the  SAIC-ON  River.  Vietnamese 
boats  were  dispatched  fr^m  DAU  TIENG  and  PHU  LOI  and  arrived  at  th'  rice 
cache  area  at  231130H*  The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  loading  them.  In 
addition,  the  2/l6  Infantry  conducted  patrols  in  the  area  and  found  uiitional 
quantities  of  rice,  documents,  small  arms  and  explosives.  The  2/l8  Infantiy 
completed  the  destruction  of  a  fortified  base  canp  found  the  day  before  and 
conducted  patrols  which  located  more  rice  and  base  eamps,  which  wsre  des¬ 
troyed!  Eleven  sorties  of  TAC  air  were  flown  and  1/7  Artilleiy  f:.red  162 
rounds  during  the  day.  VC  losses  were  one  KIA  (Estimate),  three  VCC,  jj'Oo 
tons  of  rice  and  5  small  arms  captured  and  7  base  camps  destroyed.  US 
losses  for  the  day  were  9  wounded, 

2h  Feb  -  Brigade  conducted  a  detailed  saarch  of  tha  area*  All  Bn® 
conducted  extensive  reconnaisance  patrols  and  met  only  scattered  resistance 
by  SA.  fire.  The  attempt  to  extract  rice  by  river  boat  failed  when  the 
Vietnamese  abandoned  the  boats  when  they  cams  under  AA  fire  from  the 
river  banks*  After  fruitless  attempts  to  induce  them  to  recover  their  boats, 
the  boats  were  destroyed  by  TAC  air  to  prevent  their  foiling  into  VC  hands. 
Patrols  continued  to  locate  more  VC  rice  and  base  camps,  all  of  which  were 
destroyed*  2/l8  Infantiy  again  engaged  a  number  of  VC  in  a  base  camp  and 
took  several  casualties  in  the  resulting  fire  fight.  17  TAC  air  sorties 
were  flown  and  1/7  Artilleiy  fired  2|j7  rounds  during  the  day.  Brigade 
Civic  Actions  Team  continued  programs  in  BUSH  HQA  Province  and  the  Psy  War 
Team  made  loudspeaker  flights  over  the  operational  area  playing  CHU  HOI 
tapes*  VC  losses  during  the  day  were  U  KIA  (Body  Count),  1  KIA  (Est),  2 
Ralliers,  tons  of  rice,  3  base  camps,  9  caches  and  3  sampans  destroyed 

and  one  weapon  captured.  US  losses  were  two  killed  and  thirteen  wounded, 
many  of  whom  were  lightly  wounded  and  later  returned  to  duty. 
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CTtr  .  -  25  l?b  -  In  the  corning.  Battalions  moved  to  LZs  from  which  to 
^  h  ^  f63  °f  oparations  back  to  DAO  TIENG  base  camp  area 

the  day  was  initiated  by  a  patrol  ^.0m  lA8*In^nt£^vJ^a66TOntwdur  ^ 
timated  10  VC  within  the  MICHELBf  Station^?®  «  T  “  T 

suspects.  US  losses  were  one  killed  two  wouL^T  ^  U  V° 

ations.  There  was  one  incident  of  VC  sniper  fire  and  1.  Ah*  ope5* 

s^r  »ips'>rtiM »"  sss'jreMnai- 

35  “rt,1«  “« c  *»•  JS' ’S.S.-’SrSTSJ- 

.  ,,  ^  Fab  -Tlie  Brigade  remained  in  defensive  positions  at  DAU  TTFNO 

sssrastfp  sks  wmts 

\ 

b.  Communications i  Brigade  encountered  no  difficult!  as  w!+k 
communications  with  tactical  units  during  the  operation. 

8.  (c)  SUPPORTING  yCRC.aai 

o  ?,*  ^billery:  The  Artillery  support  was  provided  by  1/7  ArHllnw 

.g  £*? iM  —  is  ^  SuSST.1,.'1"  JSS*.*;  g. 

« ™  X”K)t:ir/.?rc2i.  rr 
is,  ss 1"'' to  ””  -s«c^.irjsjTsafis  sr- 

£f4fs£~~=S  SSHEwS.- 

ployed  against  preplanned  targets  which,  had  been  deyelop^  SSllSn^T 
and  targets  of  opportunity  which  were  developed  by  the  ground  forces  £ttl« 
damage  was  difficult  to  evaluate,  due  to  limited  visiM-MrTV  -Tattle 

i.  no  doubt  „  to  the  „rrectlvo,4.  1 STSf Ji"* 

VC  operations,  morale  and  facilities.  spikes  or  the  effeofc  on 

9.  (C)  RESULTS » 

. .  ,a*  .  Losses!  Snengr  losses  during  the  period  were  12  KTAftwfe. 

count)  and  ssven  estimated  KIA.  The  US  Advisor  at  DAU  TIENO  b°S 

itional  forty  VC  KIA  (body  count)  vie  XiJtSo? wJarTaJ ^SiSTSSS  “ 
r.uc ted  on  U  March  1966.  iSl.tf  ton.  of  rice/^J  tonfof  ie^uta  ^r^" 

streh°,thirtt  bun!cora>  and  ona  hospital  corpleoc  were  destroyed,  l8,00Cr  Pia¬ 
stres,  thirteen  weapons,  two  hundre:  rounds  of  .^Uo^tw’huSS^S.  • 

iS)  '  • 
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of  usuable  medical  supplies  were  captured)  and  two  hundred  pounds  of  docu¬ 
ments  were  collected  and  forwarded  for  evaluation.  An  IFW  team  was  deployed 
during  the  operation  and  processed  five  VCS  and  seven  VCC  who  were  apprehend¬ 
ed,  interrogated  and  evacuated  to  the  DAU  TIENG  District  Headquarters.  Two 
Ralliers  with  one  US  Carbine  and  two  Chiooa  hand  grenades  surrendered,  were 
inte irrigated  and  evacuated  to  the  DAU  TIENG  District  Headquarters. 

b.  Friendly  Losses » 

KHAt  6 
WHAt  $$ 

MIA*  None 

Equip:  2  small  arms 

c.  Other!  No  friendly  losses  were  reported  for  other  than  US 
Forces.  A  number  of  air  strikes  were  flown  against  suspected  VC  psns  and 
facilities  or  points  from  which  aircraft  received  ground  fire  which  were 
too  remote  from  friendly  forces  to  permit  a  ground  investigation  anf  eval¬ 
uation. 

10.  (C)  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS!  . 

a.  Personnel! 

(l)  Strengths! 

Combat  Strength 


Unit: 

Rear  Detachment: 

Prior  to 

s — wr 

Opn: 

After  Opn 

I 

EM 

HHC  2d  Bde 

86  to  99 

26 

6 

131 

27 

6 

l?r 

2/l6  Infantry 

217  to  205 

35 

2 

702 

31: 

2 

65- 

1/1.8  Infantry 

2U3  to  2\& 

35 

2 

711 

33 

2 

73C 

2/18  Infantry 

’  260  to.  261 

33 

1 

652 

33 

2 

663 

1/7  Artillery  .. 

121  to  180 

38 

5 

hit 

38 

5 

U3U 

b. '  Administrative  Plans:  Administrative  plans  and  procedures  were 
adequate.  The  coding  and  decoding  of  names  An  casualty  reporting  causes  a 
loss  of  valuable  time.  The  large  number  of  personnel,  replacements  and  others 
who  must  be  moved  between  forward  and  rear  base  areas  necessitates  a  regular 
daily  shuttle  between  these  two  points. 

i 

c.  Logistics! 

(l)  Supply!  Supply  of  Class  I  and  III  items  was  delivered 
by  C-123  to  DAU  TIENG  airfield  ty  SAIGON  Logistical  Area  based  on  forecasts 
and  requests  by  the  Brigade  S-lj  and  supporting  aviation  units.  Class  II 
and  IV  were  imit  responsibilities,  however,  transportation  of  these  items  . 
was  a  Brigade  S— li  responsibility.  Class  V  was  delivered  to  DAU  TIENG  by 
the  DAO  based  on  requests  submitted  by  the  Brigade  S-h  or  supporting  avia¬ 
tion  units*  Small  Class  V  items  were  pickep  up  by  unit  ammunition  sections 
and  shipped  with  the  mail  while  the  large  shipments  were  shipped  by  the  DAO 
from  BIEN  HOA  or  by  the  LONG  THANH  ASP.  Prescribed  combat  loads  were  adequate 
however,  company  size  units  throughout  the  Brigade  required  resupply  on  the 
first  day* 


(2)  Maintenance:  There  were  no  significant  maintenance 
problems.  A  contact  team  composed  of  armament,  signal  and  a  very  small 
automotive  team  was  utilized  in  the  forward  .  rea. 

i 

(3)  'freatment  of  Casualties  and  Evaluation  of  Hospitalization: 
The  Id  Brigade  concept  of  a  consolidated  clearing  and  aid  Station  continued  to 
prove  sound.  Seriously  wounded  were  stabilized  and  given  necessary  treatment 
to  survive  the  evacuation  flight  from  a  remote  area. 

C6> 
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(h)  Transportation!  Transporta'- ion  support  by  air  wr s 
adequate  utilizing  CH-U7,  UH-ID,  CV-2  and  Air  Force  C-123  aircraft. 

(5)  Medical  Evaluation!  During  this  period,  incidences  of 
combat  fatigue  increased.  This  was  not  significant  in  that  this  is  to  be 
expected  when  the  Brigade  operates  in  a  hostile  enviornment  for  5  to  6  weeks 
without  an  extended  rest  period. 

(6)  Comminicat '  nss  Brigade  Coiminications  f°r  Operation 
METIFF  were  standard  with  the  “ol lowing  exceptions! 

(a)  Communications  for  the  Division  TAC  CP  was  super- 
imoosed  on  the  Brigade.  This  taxed  the  Brigade  facilities  to  the  maxirraim 
but  not  to  the  point  of  inefficiency. 

(b)  All  communications  personnel  and  equipment  were  air 
lifted  into  the  forward  CP.  The  airlifting  of  coimunicntions  equipment  point¬ 
ed  out  problems  as  follows! 

1.  Lift  c  ^ability  was  limited  by  the  availability 
of  10,000  pound  slings.  Only  one  set  was  available.  A  mininwm  of  two 
should  be  available  for  each  Forward  Area  Signal  Center  Platoon. 

2.  Generator  equipment  for  the  MlC-69  is  too 

bulky  to  fit  in  a  CH-li?  and  must  be  reconfigured  or  moved  separately  in  fixed 
wing  aircraft.  This  limits  its  deployment.  Only  generators  which  can  be 
moved  by  CH-k?  should  be  issued  to  the  Forward  Area  Signal  Center  Platoon. 

11.  $(j)  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AMD  TSCKKTQuEBi  The  Direct  Support  Medi-al 
Compaq  and  the  Battalion  Aid  Stations  were  consolidated  into  a  Brigade 
Clearing  Station  at  the  Brigade  Forward  Trains  location.  This  consolidated 
facility,  located  close  to  the  area  of  operations,  had  most  of  the  facilities 
of  an  Evacuation  Hospital,  to  include  a  laboratory  capability.  All  cas¬ 
ualties,  particulary  seriously  injured,  were  evacuated  through  this  unit.  It 
is  certain  that  this  procedure  saved  several  lives. 

12.  (c)  CP’MiiNDERS  ANALYSIS!  The  scheme  of  maneuver  which  was  followed 
was  specified  in  the  Division  Plan.  As  no  major  VC  forces  were  encountered, 
there  Were  no  requirements  for  ary  changes  in  the  original  plan. 

13.  (C)  C INCLUSIONS  AND  'ESSONS  LEARNED! 

a.  Conclusions! 

(l)  The  requirement  to  consider  LZs  for  use  in  resupplying 
tactical  units  during  an  operation  is  often  a  limiting  factor  in  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  that  unit.  The  Brigade  needs  a  capability  to  deliver  supplies  and 
axtract  equipment  and  casualties  from  areas  in  which  there  are  no  LZs.  This 
can  be  accomplished  by  sling  loading  supplies  palatized  and  packed  on  paper 
honeycomb  and  then  free  falling  teen  to  the  unit  through  the  trees.  Extraction 
can  be  accomplished  by  winch  equiped  helicopters. 

*  (2)  In  all  operations  conducted  to  date,  the  use  of  a 

•  blocking  fo^e  in  conventional  disposition  has  proved  futile.  As  it  is  known 
that -the  VC  habitually  use  roads,  trails  and  streamlines  in  their  withdrawal, 
a  better  emolcyment  of  a  blocking  force  would  be  to  place  them  in  small  but 
strong  ambush  positions  on  roads,  trails  and  streamlines  over  a  wide  area  tc 
the  rear  and  flanks  of  the  VC  position.  The  ambush  force  should  be  backed  up 
by  a  reaction  force.  This  technique  would  also  indicate  the  direction  of  VC 
withdrawal  and  faciliate  further  pfajeuit. 

(3)  Preplanned  air  corridors  must  be  established  wi’-hin  the 
area  of  operations  to  faciliate  the  coordination  of  Artillery  fire.  Corridors 
would  permit  more  rapid  employment  of  Artillery  without  the  requirement  to 
contact  and  clear  aircraft  from  a  given  area. 

(7) 
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b«  Lessons  Learned i 

(l)  On  search  and  destroy  Operations,  email  area*  oi'  roapon* 
eibility  for  the  Infantry  Battalions  facilitate  a  thorough  searoh  anu  permit 
the  Battalions  to  deploy  subordinate  elements  within  supporting  distanoe  of 
each  other* 


»  4 

(2)  As  the  VC  invariably  evacuate  their  baps' camps  when  they 
are  under  attack,  a  wide  enveloping  maneuver  is  the  best  approach  to  this 
type  of  attack*  Ambushes  should  be  established  to  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the 
VC  position  *  Frequently,  there  are  not  enough  VC  defenders  to  man  all  def- 
mmlm  positions  ta  the  carp*  For  this  reason,  contact  should  be  spread  to 
several  points* 

(3)  The  VC  cut  fire  lanes  close  to  the  grourid..  Presently 
these  cannst  be  seen  by  a  standing  nan*  Men  must  be  instructed  to  squat 
down  and  look  for  them,  particularly  when  approaching  a  VC  fortified  position. 

(U)  An  effective  means  of  destroying  rice  by  burning  has  been 
found.  Oasoline,  diesel  oil  and  unused  artillery  powder  increments  are  mixed 
in  with  the  rice  to  insure  a  hot  fire. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER! 


£*  C  _ 

A*  C*  LIEBER 
Captain,  Infantry 
Asst  Adjutant 

InoloflQPe  1  -  Sketch  of  Area  of  Operations 

2  -  Sketch  of  VC  fortified  base  camp 

3  -  Sketch  of  VC  fortified  base  camp 

b  -  Sketch  of  VC  fortilled  base  canp 

5  -  Sketch  of  VC  fortified  base  camp 

6  -  Sketch  of  VC  fortified  base  camp 

DISTRIBUTION! 

15  -  03  1st  Inf  Div 
1  -  1st  Bde 
1  -  3rd  Bde 
1  -  2/16  Inf 
1  -  1/18  Inf 
1  -  2/18  Inf 
1-1/7  Arty 
1  -  C  lA  Cav 
1  -  SA  BIEN  HOA 
5  -  S3  File 


(8) 


C  onfiobnt/al 


CONFIDENT!  A 


6/ 


INCLOSURE  I  TO  2ND  BDE  1ST  INF  DIV 
COMBAT  OPERATIONS  AFTER  ACTION 

REPORT,  OPERATION  MASTIFF 
ref:  MAP,  VIETNAM  1/50,000  SHEETS 
6245  II,  6244  I,  6545 
AND  6344  IV 
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ANNEX  H  . 


AFTER  ACTION  REPORT  3D  BRIGADE 


HSAJXJUAHIBBfl  3D  raimim 
lot  Infantry  D1  viol  on 
APO  U3  Faroes  963h5 


AVHU©-C  25  Maroh  1966 

SUBJECT*  Cccfeafc  Qjwif*BtM>ne  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 


thru*  CopsudViG,  Ooncrai 

let  Ihfujtry  Division 

Ami  6J 

APO  08  FcNol  96316 


TOt  €<mmdw 

1*3  KUltajy  Assistants  Camaoi  7icimm 
ARM  | 

APOUSForoee  96A3 


1>  MAEfr  ATO  TPg  £  QPKRAIICWt  Operation  MASTIFF  -  Search  «#  i§@*ssyft 

h  flAgS  2  QpgaAgXOMi  21061(5  Februaxy  19**  -  271600  February  1966* 

'  3*  A®AHCNl  HAU  SQHIA  Pr evince  south  of  MICHELIN  RUBBER  PIAMTATICH 
and  vest  of  the  8AZ00K  RIVER  (Appendix  1  -  Operations  Overlay)* 


h*  CQUAjfl)  BEADQUARTL'iS i  Headquarters,  3d  Brigade,  lot  InfEntry 
Division* 

5*  pqygo»tAM«8s» 

I^UmI  William  D  Brodbeek,  CO  3r!  Brigade 
It  #  ifcrge  M  Shuffer,  Jr,  CO  2/2  Ihfantxy 
Lb  Col  William  S  Leber,  Jr.  CO  V^>  Inl  ntry 
Lt  Co4  W  Boule,  CO  2/»  Btfartcsy 
It  Cal  Ptal  S  Fisher,  CO,  l/U  Cavity 
Lt  Col  Frank  R  lias,  CO,  2/33  Artillery 

6,  TASK  gUUJgUTIOlfi 

%#lj»iftew  3d  Mgcdb 
V#  S^ntoy 
Vl6  Infantry 
3^»  Cavalry 


7.  gOPPCRTINQ  FORCES* 
a*  ^33  Artillery. 

0  : 

.(1/  Sice  of  Force  I  f  six  gun  TOSraa  Hcwitaer  batteries  and 
Ifiad^worterc  Battery  (~)  in  direct  support  of  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force* 
Headquarters  Battery  (-)  and  1  six  gun  lQ$.«s  Howitzer  battery  in  aupport  of 
LAI  KBB  periaeter* 


(2)  How  and  ltisn  Employed* 


(a)  tf. 33  Artillery  (-)  moved  by  land  from  LAI  KHE  to  the 
operational  area  vie  RUlfo  CAX  (XT $026). 

(b)  During  Operation  MASTIFF  the.  battalion  fired  a  total 
of  1,717  round*  to,  support  the  3d  Brigade* 

(3)  Results  of  Effectiveness*  The  fire  support  vaa  outstamt- 
ing.  The  2/33  Artillery  prepared  LZ*  s  Rill,  and  HAL  with  aocurste  and  violent 
fire*  Sqppreaslva  fires  were  used  on  sevaral  oocasloas  to  counter  sniper  firs 


AVID-WB-C  2  5  March  1966 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32 ) 

and  protect  the  Brigade  CP  location  from  mortar  attacks.  Accurate  artillery 
fire  accounted  for  the  destruction  of  VC  base  camps  and  HM  fires  kept  the  VC 
on  the  move  during  the  night  denying  him  safe  havens 

b.  Air  Force:  During  Operation  MASTIFF  the  Air  Force  flew  75  close 
air  sorties  in  support  of  the  Brigade.  On  21  February  1966,  the  first  day 
of  the  operation,  lb  sorties  were  flown,  a  number  of  which  were  used  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  LZ's  prior  to  the  infantry  landing.  Throughout  the  operation  close 
air  support  controlled  bv  3d  Brigade  FAC's  was  outstanding  and  accurate.  Fight¬ 
er  sorties  were  as  follows: 


21  Feb  66 

22  Feb  66 

23  Feb  66 

24  Feb  66 

25  Feb  66 

26  Feb  66 

27  Feb  66 


16  Sorties 
4  sorties 
15  Sorties 

1 2  Sorties 

13  Sorties 
15  Sorties 

0  Sorties 


During  the  extraction  on  27  February  there  were  sorties  on  call  but  no 
targets  appeared  which  warranted  calling  in  close  air  support. 


r.  Army  Air  Support:  On  the  morning  of  21  February  1966,  elements 
of  the  11th  Aviation  Battalion  airlifted  the  1/16  Infantry  and  the  2/2  Infantry 
into  LZ's  RICK  and  HAL.  All  aircraft  landed  and  departed  LZ's  without  inci¬ 
dent.  The  Brigade  aviation  section  was  able  to  support  the  operation  with 
daily  use  of  H-13's  for  the  Battalion  Commanders  and  Brigade  Staff.  The  sec¬ 
tion  flew  119  hours  with  66  tasks  and  140  sorties  during  Operation  MASTIFF. 

The  following  comments  regarding  air  control  are  those  of  the  Brigade  Aviation 
Officer  and  the  Aviation  Section  of  the  Jd  Brigade: 

(1)  Planning. 

(a)  The  air  control  plan  published  as  Appendix  1,  Annex 
D  to  1st  Inf  Div  OPLAN  1-66,  Operation  MASTIFF,  did  not  contain  sufficient 
information  to  be  used  by  aviators  operating  in  the  tactical  area.  As  a 
minimum  the  written  coordinates  follovjing  the  reporting  points,  the  locations 
of  the  various  control  stations,  ie.  Corsair  Forward,  Hawk  forward,  etc, 
a  no  the  frequencies  for  these  stations  should  be  indicated  on  the  overlay  to 
facilitate  its  use  by  air  crews. 


(b)  The  assignment  of  frequencies  was  a  problem  in  that 
HAWK  FORWArd?  was  assigned  UHF  Primary  275-8.  This  frequency  is  also  assigned 
to  TAN  SON  NHUT  AB.  Numerous  problems  were  encountered  using  this  frequency. 

(c)  The  basic  air  control  plan  was  sound  and  offered  an 
excellent  chance  of  success  in  that  it  relied  on  UHF  for  primary  aircraft 
advisory  and  control  thus  freeing  the  FM  radio  for  tactical  use  with  supported 
ground  elements. 

(2)  Execution. 


(a)  The  first  air  control  problem  occurred  on  2113 00  Feb 
66  when  3d  Brigade  aircraft  were  unable  to  contact  CORSAIR  FORWARD  on  assign¬ 
ed  UHF  frequency.  Contact  was  established  or.  FM  and  it  was  found  that  CORSAIR 
FORWARD'S  UHF  was  inoperative.  This  continued  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  operation.  Although  the  advisories  furnished  by  CORSAIR  FORWARD  were 
highly  accurate  and  more  than  adequate  for  the  purpose  intended  the  fact  that 
these  advisories  could  only  be  received  on  FM  r.ade  the  entire  air  control  plan 
of  limited  value  to  aircraft  performing  C/C,  fire  support,  and  resupply  missions 
over  the  battle  area.  Until  such  time  as  auxiliary  FM  receivers  are  available 
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In  army  aircraft,  primary  air  control  must  be  accomplished 
on  UHG. 

(b)  On  220845  Feb  66  a  3d  Brigade  helicopter  going  Into 
DAU  T1ENG  was  unable  to  contact  TOLL  HOUSE  CONTROL  on  FM  frequency  36.5 
me  as  published.  Realizing  that  the  station  might  be  having  radio 
trouble  and  that  2d  Brigade  was  also  located  at  DAU  TIENG  the  pilot 
attempted  tb  contact  TROOPER  FORWARD  on  their  published  UHF  and  FM 
radio  frequencies.  After  landing  at  DAU  TIENG  without  an  advisory  the  pilot 
found  that  TOLL  HOUSE  CONTROL  was  non-existant  and  that  2d  Brigade  was 
not  using  the  published  call  signs  or  frequencies.  It  is  Imperative  that 
control  plans  be  complete,  accurate,  and  followed  by  subordinate  units  if  any 
degree  of  professionalism  is  to  be  achieved. 

(3)  Recommendations. 

(a)  That  the  basic  air  control  system  used  in  Operation 
MASTIFF  be  retained  and  refined  for  future  Division  operations. 

(b)  That  Brigades  use  a  similar  system  during  Independent 
operations  to  standardize  air  control  procedures  within  the  1st  Infantry 
Division. 

(c)  That  schematic  overlays  showing  reporting  points  and 
coordinates,  frequencies,  locations  of  stations,  and  corridors  be  repro¬ 
duced  in  quantity  and  distributed  by  Brigade  aviation  officers  at  daily 
briefings  conducted  for  air  crews  supporting  their  respective  units. 

8.  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  Estimate  of  VC  Strength:  Prior  to  the  operation  tho  total 
estimated  VC  strength  in  the  operational  area  was  believed  to  be  around  3,700 
VC.  The  order  of  battle  appeared  to  be  the  271st  Regt  with  estimated 
strength  of  2,500.  The  C  320  Battalion  with  a  strength  of  600  and  the 

PHU  LOI  Battalion  at  a  strength  of  600. 

b.  Source  of  Intelligence  Received  Prior  to  the  Operation: 
Headquarters  1st  Infantry  Division  was  the  primary  source  of  intelligence 
information  prior  to  Operation  MASTIFF.  The  G2  advisor  with  the  5th  ARVN 
Division,  was  also  helpful  in  supplying  information  for  the  operation. 

Photo  coverage  along  with  timely  and  detailed  interpretation  of  the 
photos  was  a  baluable  aid  ir.  preparing  for  this  operation. 

c.  Situation  Anticipated  in  Objective  Area  prior  to  Operation: 

The  Brigade  Commander  felt  that  with  such  a  large  force  being  deployed 
into  the  area  that  the  VC  would  not  stand  and  fight  unless  trapped  by 

US  troops,  or  to  protect  a  vital  base  camp  area.  The  tactics  that  he 
felt  the  VC  would  use  would  be  to  harrass  US  troops  with  mines,  booby 
traps  and  snipers  and  avoid  a  heavy  engagement  if  at  all  possible. 

d.  Situation  Encountered  During  the  Operation:  No  major 
contact  or  engagement  was  encountered  as  expected.  Small  base  camps  and 
rice  storage  areas  were  discovered  with  only  light  and  sporadic  contact 
with  local  guerrillas.  It  was  felt  that  the  VC  had  occupied  the  areas 
recently  in  large  numbers  but  had  moved  ^ut  before  the  operation  commenced. 
The  largest  VC  force  encountered  was  estimated  to  be  of  platoon  3lze. 

Mines,  booby  traps  and  snipers  were  used  extensively  during  the  operation 
to  harrass  US  troops.  It  appears  that  the  VC  normally  protect  base 

camps  with  platoon  or  smaller  size  forces. 
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e.  Terrain  Features,  Obstacles  and  Weather  The  noithern  portion  of 
the  operational  area  was  primarily  dense  jungle  with  heavy  undergrowth.  The 
southern  half  of  the  area  consisted  of  dry  rice  paudles  and  sparse  vegetation. 

The  weather  during  this  time  was  extremely  hot  and  dry  with  occasional  scattered 
clouds  during  the  day.  Moonlight  during  the  opeiation  was  negligible.  The  only 
major  obstacle  was  the  SAIGON  FIVER  on  the  northern  edge  ot  the  operational  area. 

f.  Psychological  Warfare.  ^  total  of  b7,‘)35  leal  lets  were  distributed 

by  vehicle  and  aircraft  daring  the  operation.  The  themes  used  were:  (1)  969  Reward 
Program,  (2)  Denial  of  Safe  Haven;  ( I )  Sate  Conduct  Pass ;  (4)  GVN-US  Air  Power; 

(5)  Surrender  or  be  Killed;  (6)  Deteat  by  Powerful  Allied  and  ARVN . 

g.  MI  and  1PW  Activities  During  I  he  Operation:  the  civilian  popu¬ 
lation  In  the  operational  area  was  considered  to  be  generally  hostile.  The  IPW 
team  with  the  3d  Brigade  interrogated  fifty  (30)  VOS  with  the  following  results: 
thirty-five  were  released,  four  were  turned  over  to  ARVN  at  RUNG  GAY  and  eleven  VGS 
were  delivered  to  the  National  Police  at  TSANG  BANG  (or  further  interrogation. 

To  date  the  3d  Brigade  has  received  no  ve.-fii.icdt  Lon  as  to  whether  any  oi  the  11  VGS 
were  confirmed  to  be  VC. 

h.  Technical  Intelligence:  A  medical  jgfchnhaj  intelligence  'earn  was 
attached  to  the  3d  Brigade  to  examine  a’  I  obtain  samples  of  V'  medical  supplies 
taken  from  one  of  the  base  camps  discovered  in  the  area.  The  team  rater  reported 
that  the  antibiotics  were  of  a  type  and  brand  that,  could  he  purchased  on  the  open 
market  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  The  vitamin  K  ( Ampoule  K|  found  at  the  base 
camp  was  manufactured  by  Laboratories  TEVF.TF  in  Saigon.  Large  quantities  of  this 
had  been  reported  secretly  captured  by  the  V(  in  several  places.  The  majority  of 
the  other  drugs  were  of  the  type  normally  found  in  VC  captured  medical  supplies. 

Tha  lot  numbers  and  other  information  obtained  iron  these  medical  supplies  are  of 
valuable  assi  tance  in  determining  and  eliminating  sources  ot  supply  to  the  VC.  For 
this  reason  medical  supplies  should  be  evacuated  il  at  all  possible  th  'ough  S2 
channels  rather  than  destroyed  in  place. 

9.  MISSION:  From  1st  Infantry  bivision  01’ LAN  1  -  6o  ( ope  rat  4.  ©h  MASTIFF'  dated 
051200  February  1966: 

1st  Inf  Div  (Reinf)  locat.es  and  deist  Toys  VC  torces  and  hase  camps  in 
the  vicinitv  of  the  MICHELIN  RUBBER  PLANTAT i ON .  (ode  name  ol  the  operation  -  MASTIFF 

d.  3d  Bde. 

(1)  Release  A  trp  1/4  Cnv  to  parent  unit  on  l)-4. 

(2)  1st  Sqdn,  4th  flav  (B-Trp)  Ul CON  id  Bde  or  arrival  in  initial 
blocking  positions  on  LINE  SHEPHERD. 

(3)  Rifle  company  defending  1’IU  1,01  re li even  OPCON  Division 
Artillery  on  18  February  1966. 

(4)  Conduct  airmobile  assault  oi  D-Day,  11-Ilour  to  LZ's  on 

LINE  SHEPHERD. 

(5)  Establish  blocking  positions  on  LINI  SPITZ  and  on  LINE  SHEPHERD 
between  SPITZ  and  SCOTTY. 

(6)  Block  VC  attempts  to  withdraw  to  the  south  and  east. 

(7)  FTtcii  2d  Bde  closed  on  LINr.  GREYHOUND  attack  north  in  zone 

to  LINE  POODLE. 

(8)  Redeploy  to  base  camp  on  order, 
p.  Coordinating  Instruction: 

(2)  Authority  granted  to  Brigade  Commanders  to  employ  RCA  in 
accordance  with  current  instructions. 
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(5)  There  will  be  a  48  hour  btandown  on  army  aircraft  prior 
to  implementation  of  this  plan.  All  units  can  expect  the  absolute  minimum 
In  helicopter  supporL  during  this  period. 

10.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION:  From  3d  Brigade  OPORD  3-66  (Operation  MASTIFF) 

3.  EXECUTION; 

a.  Concept  of  Operations:  Id  Bde  Task  Force  conducts  Operation 
MASTIFF  in  four  phases: 

(1)  PHASE  I:  21  February  1966  -  3d  Bde  conducts  tactile1 
motor  march  from  LAI  FHE  to  vie  RUNC  CAY  210700  February  1966;  conducts  airmobile 
assault  with  2/2  Inf  and  1/16  Inf  into  LZ's  HAL  and  RICK,  respectively  on  210900 
Feb  66;  assume  0PC0N  of  1st  Squadron  4th  Cavalry  on  arrival  LINE  SHEPHERD  and  SP1 1'Z 
block  VC  attempts  to  escape  to  east  and  south. 

(2)  Phase  II  (on  order):  Attack  with  2  battalions  and  Cav 
Squadron  from  LINE  SHEPHERD  to  LINE  POODLE. 

(l)  Phase  I'll  (On  erdev):  Conduct  a  detailed  search  with  2 
battalions  and  Cav  Squadron  of  TAOR  COLLIE  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  base  camps  and 
tunnel  complexes  to  include  houses  and  villages  within  the  TAOR. 

(4)  PlIAoE  IV  (On  order):  Return  to  base  camp  areas  at  LAI 

KHE  and  PHU  I  01. 

b.  2/2  Infant vv: 

(1)  Conduct  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  RICK  210945  February  1966. 

(2)  Occupy  blocking  position  GEORGE. 

(3)  Provide  one  plat  as  brigade  reserve  during  PHASES  I,  II,  III. 

c.  1/16  Infantry: 

(1)  Conduct  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  HAL  210900  February  1966. 

(2)  Occupy  blocking  position  BIEL. 

(3)  Conduct  S&D  in  zone  on  order. 

d.  2/28  till  an  try: 

(1)  Released  OPCON  1st  Bde  201200  February  1966. 

(2)  Select  and  establish  RON  positions  to  facilitate  operations  on 
Route  13  from  LAI  KHE  to  XT  777277  on  21  February  1966. 

(3)  Sweep  and  secure  Hwy  i3  from  ALI  KHE  to  XT777277  to  allow  movement 
of  road  column  NIT  210700  February  1966. 

e.  00  1/2  Infantry:  Join  3d  Bde  TACTICAL  COLUMN  At  PHU  CU0NG  on  Route 
BIRD  DOG  and  escort  to  vie  RUNG  CAY,  210900  February  1966. 

f.  1/4  Cav: 

(1)  Opcon  3d  Bde  upon  arrival  LINE  SHEPHERD. 

(2)  Occupy  blocking  position  PAUL. 

(3)  Be  prepared  to  occupy  blocking  position  SNOOPY  on  order. 

(4)  Provide  1  plat  with  tanks  as  brigade  reserve  during  PHASES  I,  II,  III 

g.  2/33  Artillery:  (DS)  Displace  from  LAI  KHE  to  vie  RUNG  CAY  210700 
Feb  1966  on  Route  BIRD  DOG. 

h.  D  Company  1st  Engr  bn: 

(1)  DS  3d  Bde. 

(2)  Provide  3  demo  teams  arid  1  MCO  Fngr  advisor  to  2/2  Inf,  1/16  Inf 
and  1/4  Cav. 

(3)  Company  (-):  DS  vie  Bde  CP. 

i.  Bde  Trains:  Displace  from  LAI  KHE  to  vie  RUNG  CAY  on  Route  BIRD  DOG 
210700  February  1966. 

j.  Bde  Reserve:  1  Cav  Plat,  1/4  Cav;  1  rifle  plat  2/2  Inf;  1/4  Cav 
provide  reserve  force  commander. 
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k.  Coordinating  Instructions: 

(1)  The  following  Annexes  published  with  OPLAN  2-66  (Operation 
MASTIF)  are  still  in  effect:  Annexes  B,  D,  K,  F,  and  H. 

(2)  Aircraft  allocation  48  UlllD's  to  1  7 1 6  Inf,  48  UH  ID's  to 
2/2  Inf  on  econd  lift,  24  UHlh's  to  each  battalion  on  Id  lift. 

(3)  Airlift  Schedule: 

(a)  0843 :  1st  lift  1/16  inf  art  LAI  KHE  airstrip  (48  UH1D) 

(b)  0849:  »  "  departs  LAI  KHE  ( 48  UH1D) 

(c)  0900:  "  "  art  LZ  HAL  (48  L'lllD) 

(d)  0912:  2d  lift  2/2  arr  LAI  KHL  (48  Ull  ID ) 

(o)  0914:  »  "  2/2  departs  LAI  KHE  (48  UH1D) 

(l)  0923  »  11  2/2  arr  LZ  RICK  (.48  UH1D) 

(g)  0936:  3rd  lift  1/16  and  2/2  infantries  arrive  IAI  Kill 
(24  UH1D  per  battalion) 

(h)  0939:  3rd  lift  2/2  Inf  and  1/16  Inf  departs  LAI  KHE 
(24  UH1D  per  battalion) 

(i)  0950:  3d  lift  2/2  Inf  and  1/16  Inf  arrive  LZ's  HAL  and 
RICK  (24  UH 1 0  per  battalion! 

1 1 .  EXECUTION : 

In  order  to  deceive  the  VC  of  our  intentions  during  Operation  MASTIFF, 
a  false  operations  order  was  originally  written  and  distributed.  The  deception 
plan  focused  attention  on  the  area  southeast  of  the  M1CHELIN  RUBBER  PLANTATION 
and  east  of  the  SAIGON  RIVER  with  the  hope  that  this  would  divert  attention 
from  the  actual  area  of  operation,  west  of  the  SA1CON  RIVER.  Reconnaissance 
of  the  actual  area  of  operation  MASTIFF  was  held  to  an  absolute  minimum.  It 
was  hoped  the  plan  would  cause  the  VC  to  withdraw  into  the  area  west  of  the 
SAIGON  RIVER  where  we  could  block  and  destroy  his  forces. 

On  23  February  1%6,  the  3d  Brigade  commenced  Operation  MASTIFF’  es 
0645  hours  with  the  movement  of  the  2/28  Infantry  to  clear  Hwy  13  from  LAI 
KHL  in  conjunction  with  the  5th  ARVN  Division.  The  2/28  Infantry  returned  to 
LAI  KHE  after  the  passage  of  the  road  column  and  remained  there  through  out 
the  operation  to  secure  the  base  camp  area.  I  he'  2/2  Infantry  conducted  an 
airmobile  assault  into  LZ  RICK  at  0931  hours  and  a  second  lift  at  1000  hours. 
The  battalion  th^n  moved  to  blocking  position  GEORGE.  Four  aircraft  carrying 
28  troops  of  the  2/2  Infantry  were  accidently  lifted  into  LZ  HAL  which  was 
the  LZ  for  1/16  Infantry.  The  1/16  Infantry  commenced  Operation  MASTIFF’  with 
an  airmobile  assault  starting  at  0900  hours  and  occupied  blocking  position  BILL 
to  the  left  of  the  2/2  Infantry.  The  Battalion  drew  small  anus  fire  twice 
during  the  day  and  fired  on  6  VC  during  the  night  using  mortars  with  unknown 
results.  1/4  Cavalry  came  under  the  OPCON  of  the  3d  Brigade  at  0900  ar.d  oc¬ 
cupied  blocking  position  PAUL  b\  1130  hours.  The  squadron  received  small  arms 
fire  during  the  day  and  night  resulting  in  2  W1A  and  located  e  base  camp  large 
enough  for  20  personnel  to  include  a  kitchen.  This  was  found  at  1430  hours 
vie  XT  580299.  The  2/33  Artillery  supported  the  3d  B”igade  from  that  location 
(XT  485265)  throughout  Operation  MASTIFF. 

On  22  February  1966  the  2/2  Infantry  commenced  PHASE  II  of  Operation 
MASTIFF  by  conducting  S&D  to  the  north  toward  L1NF  POODLE.  No  contact  was 
made  during  the  day.  The  1/16  Infantry  accounted  for  the  3d  Brigade's  first 
confirmed  kill  of  the  operation.  At  about  0058  hours  two  VC  popped  out  of 
a  hole  about  10  meters  to  the  front  cf  Company  C.  The  company  killed  one  and 
the  other  fled  into  the  jungle.  1/16  Infantry  commenced  PHASE  II  conducting 
S&D  north  toward  line  POODLE  in  conjunction  with  the  2/2  Infantry.  The  1/16 
Infantry  found  a  regimental  size  base  camp  at  1615  hours  in  the  vie  of  XT533- 
336.  The  battalion  found  medical  supplies  and  ammunition  in  this  base  camp. 
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Throughout  the  day  the  battalion  found  and  destroyed  about  5000  lbs  of  rice, 
grenades,  mortar  round9,  etc.  The  1/16  Infantry  suffered  8  casualties  (4  KIA 
and  4  WIA)  from  a  mine  at  XT541316.  The  1/4  Cavalry  remained  in  blocking 
position  PAUL  until  1220  hours  at  which  time  they  commenced  moving  toward 
position  SNOOPY.  The  squadron  suffered  one  KIA  from  sniper  fire  vie  XT570280. 
Position  SNOOPY  was  occupied  at  1415  hour-  Tr<'np  a  was  dispatched  to  take 
up  defensive  positions  around  t' 

On  23  February  1966  the  2/2  Infantry  conducted  local  S&D  operations 
with  2  companies.  The  battalion  discovered  approximately  50  tons  of  rice  at 
XT565325.  As  elements  of  the  battalion  attempted  to  investigate  the  rice,  a 
booby  trap  within  the  rice  exploded  resulting  in  2  WIA.  It  was  determined 
that  severa’  booby  traps  were  emplaced  in  the  rice  and  that  it  would  have  to 
be  destroyed.  A  VTR  was  used  to  push  it  into  the  SAIGON  RIVER.  The  battalion 
also  destroyed  a  building  full  of  peanuts  at  XT570319  and  75  tohs  of  rice  were 
destroyed  at  XT567321  by  throwing  them  into  the  river.  The  1/16  Infantry 
spent  most  of  the  day  occupying  a  blocking  position  along  LINE  SCOTTIE  but 
had  negative  enemy  contact  throughout  the  day.  The  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  occupied  a 
blocking  position  from  XT540346  to  XT544350  while  elements  of  the  2d  Brigade 
sw-^pt  up  the  valley  along  LINE  SCOTTIE  from  south  to  north.  Troop  A  reinforced 
with  2  rifle  platoons  conducted  S&D  vicinity  LINE  SPITZ  from  XT565281  to  XT578- 
294.  Light  contact  with  snipers  continued  until  about  1225  hours  when  Troop 
A  became  heavily  engaged  with  an  estimated  VC  platoon,  resulting  in  2  US  KIA 
and  9  WIA.  The  engagement  continued  sporadically  throughout  the  day  with  the 
Troop  suffering  2  more  WIA  and  losing  1  APC  as  a  result  of  a  57mm  recoile3S 
rifle.  The  VC  count  was  3  KIA  (BC)  and  15  KIA  (est)  when  the  troop  finally 
coiled  for  the  night. 

On  24  February  1966  the  2/2  Infantry  conducted  S&D  south  to  vie  LINE 
SHEPHERD  with  2  companies.  The  battalion  suffered  5  WIA  and  1  KIA  from  small 
arms  fire  during  the  day.  The  1/16  Infantry  also  conducted  S&D  south  to  LINE 
SHEFHFRD.  The  battalion  found  2  base  camps  one  of  which  was  an  ammunition 
reloading  point  and  the  other  appeared  to  be  a  claymore  mine  factory.  The 
battalion  had  sporadic  contact  throughout  the  day  with  platoon  and  smaller 
size  units.  When  the  battalion  coiled  for  the  night  it  had  sustained  2  KIA 
and  8  WIA  with  the  VC  count  at.  4  KIA  (BC),  13  estimated  WIA  and  8  estimated 
KIA.  The  1/4  Cavalry  occupied  blocking  positions  BILL  and  GEORGE  with  one 
element  patrolling  the  area  between  these  positions.  An  airstrike  was  conducted 
vie  XT595295  and  the  forward  air  controller  with  the  squadron  reported  2  VC  KIA 
(BC)  after  the  strike. 

On  25  February  1966  the  2/2  Infantry  conducted  company  size  S&D  opera¬ 
tions  throughout  the  day  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  53  tons  of  rice,  7 
bicycles  with  parts  and  extensive  tunnel  and  defensive  positions.  The  batta¬ 
lion  coiled  for  the  night  around  the  3d  Brigade  CP.  The  1/16  Inf&ntry  also 
conducted  S&D  operations  discovering  that  a  VC  aid  station  and  medical  supplies. 
The  medical  supplies  were  evacuated  to  the  3d  Brigade  CP.  The  battalion 
found  a  wounded  VC  but  he  died  before  medical  aid  could  be  administered.  The 
1/4  Cavalry  had  a  most  active  day  finding  an  old  CP  area,  classroom  area  which 
had  been  recently  usea,  bunkers  and  accounted  for  3  VC  KIA  (BC)  before  the 
squadron  coiled  for  the  night. 
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On  26  February  1966  all  elements  of  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force 
conducted  care  and  maintenance  In  preparation  for  the  move  back  to  LAI  KHE  on 
27  February  1966,  as  well  as  local  security  missions  around  their  coll  posi¬ 
tions.  B  Company  1/16  Infantry  moved  by  CH47  helicopters  from  the  opera¬ 
tional  area  to  PHU  LOI  to  provide  security  for  1st  Division  Artillery  base  comp. 
The  lift  was  completed  at  1042  hours. 

On  27  February  1966  the  3d  Brigade  Task  lorce  commenced  PHASE  IV 
of  Operation  MASTIFF  which  involved  extraction  irom  the  operational  area 
back  to  LAI  KHE.  The  extraction  began  at  0700  hours  with  the  2/2  Infantry 
clearing  the  road  from  XT529284  to  XT506260.  At  0800  hours  the  3d  Brigade 
landtail  began  moving  out  of  the  operational  area  and  closed  into  LAI  KHE 
at  1515  hours.  One  mine  was  exploded  on  the  route  vie  XT521271  damaging  one 
2*j  ton  truck  and  trailer;  however,  there  were  no  personnel  injured.  2/2 
Infantry  began  extraction  by  air  at  1120  hours,  closing  with  the  last  lift 
into  LAI  KHE  at  1300  hours.  The  1/16  Infantry  began  extracting  by  air  at  1102 
hours  and  the  last  lift  touched  down  at  LAI  KHE  at  1315  hours.  The  1/4 
Cavalry  cleared  the  road  from  RUNG  CAY  to  Hwy  1  and  secured  the  extraction 
zone  for  the  2/2  Infantry  and  1/16  Infantry.  On  the  move  back  to  PHU  LOI, 
che  squadron  sustained  2  WIA  from  2  mines,  damaging  1  APC  and  one  2\  ton 
truck. 


12.  RESULTS : 

a.  Captured  Equipment: 

QUANTITY 

2 

2 

30  lbs 
1 
6 
3 

16 

9 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

Numerous 

b.  Equipment  Destroyed: 

QUANTITY 

184  tons 
19 
1 
1 

Numerous 

7 

7 

1 

70000  rounds 
750  rounds 
1 


ITEM 

Canisters  medical  supplies 
Small  boxes  of  penicillin 
Documents 

Chicon  sub-machinegun 

Blankets 

Ponchos 

shirts 

trousers 

Web  belt 

First  aid  packet 

Field  packs 

Medical  kit 

Shovels 

Documents 


ITEM 

Rice 

Huts 

Shotgun 

Chicom  sub-machinegun 
Grenades 

60mm  mortar  rounds 
Bicycles 

Claymore  factory 
Chicom  7.62  ammunition 
US  Ml  carbone  ammunition 
Aid  Station 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Oparations  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 


QUANTITY 


ITEM 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Numerous 

2 


Classroom  complex 
Ammunition  reloading  plant 
Carpenter  shop  with  tools 
Smelter  with  grenade  molds 
750  lb  bomb 
150  lb  bomb 
Bomb let 

Mines  and  booby  traps 
Sampans 


c.  Friendly  Losses: 


d. 


DATE 

KIA 

WIA 

21  Feb  66 

0 

0 

22  Feb  65 

6 

10 

23  Feb  66 

4 

13 

24  Feb  66 

4 

14 

25  Feb  66 

1 

6 

26  Feb  66 

0 

0 

27  Feb  66 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

15 

43 

Enemy  Losses : 

DATE 

KIA(BC) 

WIA(Est) 

WIA  (Est) 

21  Feb  66 

0 

0 

0 

22  Feb  66 

2 

1 

0 

23  Feb  66 

3 

15 

0 

24  Feb  66 

7 

9 

0 

25  Feb  66 

4 

4 

0 

26  Feb  66 

39 

0 

21 

27  Feb  66 

0 

2 

0 

TOTAL 

55 

31 

21 

13.  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS: 


The  logistical  base  remained  at  LAI  KHE  due  to  the  short  flight 
time  to  the  operational  area.  Sufficient  quantities  of  Class  I  and  Class 
V  were  on  hand  at  LAI  KHE  to  support  the  campaign.  A  resupply  convoy  was 
run  before  the  operation  started  to  acquire  a  5  day  ASR.  HU1D  helicopters 
were  used  to  resupply  the  battalions  daily.  No  particular  problems  were 
encountered  during  the  operation. 


The  troops  again  prepared  waterproof  bags  of  clean  clothes  before 
departing  LAI  KHE.  These  were  brought  to  the  operational  area  on  request 
of  the  battalions.  This  technique  was  proven  again  to  be  a  factor  in  main¬ 
taining  high  morale  and  personal  hygiene. 


15.  COMMANDERS  ANALYSIS: 


Some  lessons  learned  during  Operation  MASTIFF  were: 

a.  Boundaries  between  units  should  be  along  recognizable  terrain 
features  whenever  possible. 
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b.  The  shortage  of  maps  of  the  operational  area  hinders  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  squads  and  platoons. 

c.  Brigade  should  have  more  photomaps  of  the  operational  area  to 
aid  in  the  reconnaissance  made  by  the  rifle  battalions. 

d.  When  an  airmobile  assault  takes  place  simultaneously  with  the 
movement,  of  landtall  elements  two  separate  radio  nets  should  be  used  to 
alleviate  heavy  traffic  on  the  net. 

e.  When  crossing  large  open  areas,  available  artillery  and  mortal 
fires  should  be  used  on  the  far  woodline  and  in  depth  into  the  area  in  the 
direction  of  forward  movement. 

f.  Open  areas  should  be  crossed  only  when  the  area  is  too  laigt  to 
be  skirted  by  the  unit. 

g.  Reconnaissance  by  fire  was  found  to  be  a  very  successful  tech¬ 
nique  for  movement  through  likely  enemy  infested  areas. 

h.  Two  man  demolition  teams  were  used  successfully  with  each 
rifle  company  and  should  be  used  in  future  operations. 

i.  Mines  and  booby  traps  in  the  area  were  usually  marked  by 
sticks  extending  the  width  of  the  path  on  both  sides  of  the  mine  or  booby 
trap. 


COMMANDER'S  COMMENTS 

The  magnificent  soldiers  that  make  up  this  outstanding  fighting  team 
can  be  proud  of  another  mission  accomplished  successfully.  Although  there  were 
no  major  engagements  with  VC  forces,  the  Brigade  moved  into  an  area  never  before 
entered  by  US  troops  and  destroyed  base  campts,  stores  of  food,  munitions  and 
medical  supplies.  Denial  of  these  critical  items  contributes  to  the  defeat  of 
the  VC  as  does  a  major  battle.  We  have  proven  again  that  the  VC  no  longer 
have  a  safe  haven  where  they  can  go  to  rest  and  train.  Although  Division  size 
operations  uncover  base  camps  and  supplies  the  VC  will  rarely,  if  ever,  stand 
and  fight  such  a  large  force. 

The  men  of  the  Brigf.de  proved  their  professional  skill  acquired  over  the 
last  5  months  of  action  against  the  VC  by  spotting  many  booby  traps  and  mines 
before  they  caused  casulaties  withir  the  unit.  This  skill  was  demonstrated 
several  times  when  men  discovered  how  the  VC  mark  booby  traps  on  trails  upon 
which  they  must  also  travel. 

The  Brigade  again  lived  up  to  the. fighting  spirit  of  the  finest 
division  in  Vietnam.  It  is  this  spirit  along  with  our  professional  skill  that 
has  given  this  Brigade  the  highest  kill  ratio  of  VC  within  the  Division.  No 
mission  too  difficult  -  No  sacrifice  too  great  -  DUTY  FIRST. 


Copies  furnished 
MACV  J2 
MACT 

Commander  2d  Air  Div 
Commanding  General  1st  Inf  Div 


WILLIAM  I).  BRODBECK 
Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 
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